OB AVAKIAN combines an unsparing critique of the history and
current direction of American society with a sweeping view of
world history and the potential for humanity. He has brought
forth a fresh, relevant and compelling approach to Marxism,
deeply analyzing the history of the Communist movement and the socialist
revolutions and upholds their achievements. At the same time, he honestly
confronts and criticizes what he views as their shortcomings, opening up
new paths of inquiry in the process and initiating dialogue with people who
hold a wide range of views. He’s addressing
the burning problems before society from a

Mumia Abu-Jamal, author, journalist, anti-imperialist » Sam Ackerman, social justice activist » Sharon
Adams, Natl. Lawyers Guild*, Code Pink* m Charles Aikens, journalist » Jaafar Aksikas, Prof., Columbia
College* m Aladdin, actor, comedian = Camilo Allen, Tutor, CSUN* u Rafael C. Angulo, Assoc. Clinical
Field Faculty, USC* m Anatole Anton, Prof., Radical Philosophy Assoc.* m Dr. Masad Arbid = Bernardo
Attias, Prof., Cal State Univ., Northridge* » William Ayers, Prof., Univ. of Illinois, Chicago* = Bridget
Barkan, actress, teacher, singer » Fr. Luis Barrios, John Jay College* m Ulises Bella, Ozomatli* » Dennis
Bernstein, host, Flashpoints, Pacifica Radio* m Fr. Daniel Berrigan » David Best, artist w Robert Bloom,
attorney m Paul Borraccia, Buddhist » Ghislaine Boulanger, psychologist, withholdapadues.com* m Herb
Boyd, author, journalist w Anne Bray, artist » Elaine Brower, member, Military Families Speak Out*
Elaine Brown, frmr. Chairman of the Black Panther Party, author, activist » Michael E. Brown, Prof.,
Northeastern Univ.* m Sharon O’Hara Bruce, attorney, artist » Dennis Brutus, frmr. prisoner, Robben
Island, South Africa, poet, Prof. Emeritus, Univ. of Pittsburg* = Leroy Bryant, Sr., Chr. Emeritus, Chicago
State Univ.* m Kevin Burgess, Black Vietnam Vet m Rev. Richard Meri Ka Ra Byrd, KRST Ctr. of African
Spirituality* m Antonio Camacho, frmr. Puerto Rican political prisoner m Albert Camarillo, historian
Henry Chalfant, filmmaker » Ward Churchill, independent scholar » Culture Clash » Donald Coleman,
Co-Pastor, Univ. Church Chicago* » Robert Keith Collins, PhD, Homalusa: Ctr. For African and Native
American Research* m Jeff Cooper, Dir., Freshman & Transfer Summer Progs., UCLA* m Drucilla Cor-
nell, Prof., Rutgers Univ.* & Univ. of Capetown, South Africa*
Chuck D = Brigitte Davila, J.D., SFSU* u Edgardo L. Perez
De Leon, medical office mgr. » Aaron Dean, musician, author,
laborer, actor m Victor Diaz, Principal, B-Tech HS* m Jesse
Diaz, Jr., UC Riverside* » Melvin Dickson, Commemorator*

Prof., Univ. of SF* m Richard Duardo, artist » Ramona Dvor-

: 3 1 1 Dr. R Ditt , Pres., Scientists Without Borders* = DJ
unique vantage point, and we consider his Viek o Lynn Domingo, human rights activist = Derek Dore-
revolutionary analysis and solutions to be bl S R e el sl
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an important and necessary part of the fer-

ak, MD, Harvard Medical School* m Dr. Michael Eric Dyson,

. . . o . Prof., Georgetown Univ.* m Quentin Easter, theater producer

ment and discourse required in this society 1 [ I ] e S Rev. Jon Eckels, poct, human rights activist « Dick Eiden,
. . . . Dir.,, North County Forum* s Amon Emeka, Asst. Prof., USC*

and the world in this dark time. While those Brad Epps, Chr. of Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexual-

of us signing this statement do not neces-

ity, Harvard Univ.* = Sonny Espinoza, Prof., Loyola Mary-
mount Univ.* » Rev. Keith Farnham, Clergy, UCC* » Jeffrey

Felshman, author = Leslie Fields-Cruz, media arts adminis-
: : : : e I I I I l trator m Father Austin Ford, Ret. Dir. of Emmaus House*
Sarlly agree Wlth all Of hls VleWS7 we have a Joe Fortunato, attorney, NJ Green Party* m reg e. gaines, di-
rector m Jim Garaghty, Marin Peace and Justice Coalition*

come away from encounters with Avakian

Joan P. Gibbs, Natl. Conf. of Black Lawyers*, Jericho Move-
ment* m Lois Gish, nurse-midwife » Juan Gomez-Quinones,

contractor w Julia Butterfly Hill, activist, author = Jack

pI’OVOked and enriched in our own thil’lk— Prof., UCLA* u Bill Goodman, civil rights attorney = Connie
. . . Grappo, theater director » Dr. Val Greene, epidemiologist
ing, and we invite others to hear and engage ( Ou I ag ‘ Ous Sam Hamill, poet = Tom Harker, singer, songwiter = Lyn
Hejinian, author, Prof., UC Berkeley* m Bob Helmick, ret.
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that voice.

Hirschman, SF Poet Laureate m Danny Hoch, actor, play-

. . wright m Rachel Holmes, author = Dr. Gloria House, Prof.,
Ob Avaklan 1S also the leader Ofthe ReVO— Univ. of Mich., Dearborn* m Phil Hutchings, civil and human
rights activist m John Hutnyk, Acad. Dir., Goldsmiths Univ. of

o London*» H. Range Hutson, MD, Harvard Medical School*

lutionary Communist Party, USA; as
such he not only theorizes about the world,

Rakaa Iriscience, Dilated Peoples* m Dr. Tony Jackson, psy-
chologist, artist w Darius James, author = Bill Jennings, It’s

[ ] About Time Committee* m Russ Jennings, radio producer
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4 Southern Univ.* » Paul Kangas, VP, Veterans for Peace*
Erin Aubry Kaplan, journalist, author » James M. Kearney,

talism” and he draws on deep connections
and engagement with people from all walks

anti-war veteran = Mary Kimbrough, Zambezi Bazaar,
Leimert Park = Jim Kincaid, Aerol Arnold Chair, Prof., USC*
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Keith Knight, cartoonist, musician » Yuri Kochiyama, civil
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Of llfe and all corners Of the eaI‘th. All thlS O 1 ° Church* » Wayne Kramer, musician, composer, MC5* » Da-

informs and animates his work.

nfortunately, such voices in this country

Uare, and have been, all too frequently the objects of suppression and
repression. This repressive edge in American society has been particular-
ly brought to bear against those who advocate revolution and especially
those who do so effectively. Surveillance, harassment, suppression, political
trials, prison terms, exile and even assassination have been the fates of many
revolutionaries throughout U.S. history and much of those measures have,
in fact, been visited upon Avakian. The current administration has insti-
tuted serious repressive measures like the Patriot Act, instituted the use of
preventive detention and isolation of those whom the president deems to
be “terrorist,” and has created a climate where, for example, radical or even
liberal professors find their reputations and even their livelihoods under
assault; all this makes the ability of Bob Avakian to freely function even more
of a concern. The statement by the German pastor Martin Niemoller—which
begins “first they came for the communists, and I did nothing because I was
not a communist” and which goes on to describe how Niemoller did nothing
while Hitler peeled away the victims of the Nazi regime one at a time, until
there was no one left to defend Niemoller when his time came—sounds with
particular resonance today.

hus, in addition to calling on people to engage with the thoughts of

Bob Avakian and bring them into what needs to be a rich and diverse
dialogue, we are also serving notice to this government that we intend
to defend his right to freely advocate and organize for his views, and to
engage broadly with people about those views.

vid Kunzle, Prof., UCLA* m Mike Ladd, author, producer
Ray Laforest, Staff Organizer, Dist. Council 1707 AFSME*,
mem. Pacifica Natl. Board* = Smita Lahiri, Assoc. Prof., Har-
vard Univ.* » Beth K. Lamont, Humanist Chaplain m Michael
Lange, actor, playwright = Lauren Langman, Prof., Loyola
Univ. of Chicago* m Aron Laub, attorney m Harry J. Lennix, actor, instructor m Kenny Leon, theater direc-
tor m Calvin Levels, actor, playwright » Mark LeVine, Prof., UC Irvine* m Brian Lloyd, UC Riverside*
Dennis Loo, Assoc. Prof., Cal Poly Pomona* » Raymond Lotta, Maoist political economist » Fr. Law-
rence Lucas, Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church* = Paul Magno, Catholic Worker Movement*
devorah major, author = Lucia Marano, actor, author m Deb Margolin, performance artist, playwright
Jonathan S. Marion, Adj. Prof., CSUSM* » Bill Martin, Prof., DePaul Univ.* m mc skeletor = Timothy
Patrick McCarthy, Harvard Univ.* » Madison McEvilly, indep. publisher, Transgender Activist* m Peter
MecLaren, Prof., UCLA* m Kim McMillon, playwright m David Meltzer, poet, Prof., New College of Cali-
fornia* m Matt Meyer, War Resisters League*, founder Peace and Justice Studies Association* m David
Meyerhof, teacher w Alan Miller, teacher, Berkeley HS* m Paul D. Miller, a.k.a. DJ Spooky, That Sub-
liminal Kid w Eric Mofford, filmmaker w Wardell Montgomery, Jr., urban folk poet m Will Napoli, teach-
er, author, artist, inventor m John Neal » Not a Number, store, Seattle m» Susan Nussbaum, actress » Kiilu
Nyasha, revolutionary journalist » Wm. Arctander O’Brien, Prof., UC San Diego* m Heriberto Ocasio,
MD = Sharon O’Hara, attorney, artist m Denise Oliver, Instructor, Cuyahoga Community College*
Tomas Olmos, civil rights attorney = Clare Ortalda, novelist » Outernational » Gary Pak, Prof., Univ. of
Hawai'i* m Jose Palafox, Lecturer, UC Santa Cruz* m Hal Perry, basketball player, USF Dons NCAA
champions ‘55-56 m Peter Phillips, Prof., Sonoma State Univ.,* Dir., Project Censored* m jessica Care
moore Poole, poet, activist, CEO, Moore Black Press* m Townsand Price-Spratlen, PhD, sociologist
Raz Ibn Puri, artist, poet, publisher = Jerry Quickley, playwright « Walid Raad, Prof., The Cooper
Union,* artist » Ruth Reese, Cleveland State Univ.* m Phil Rice, MD, Harvard Medical School* = Valerie
Richards, social worker » DJ Riddm = Wilson Riles, Jr., frmr. Oakland City Councilman = Walter Riley,
attorney m Rhadames Rivera, 1199 SEIU, NY* u Tara Rivera, librarian = Victoria Robinson, Lecturer, UC
Berkeley* m Al Ronzoni, Progressive Democrats of America* m Catherine Roper, church elder » Lydia
Ropp, HS teacher » Christine Ahmed Saidi, Hunter College, CUNY = Milton Saier, UC San Diego*
Floyd Salas, author, poet m Dorothy Salem, Prof. » Sonia Sanchez » Shara Sand, Psy.D., psychologist
Rev. Fernando Santillana » Marc Sapir, MD, MPH = Paul Sarvis, choreographer, lecturer m Renee
Saucedo, immigrant rights organizer m Vicky Scheidler m Nancy Scheper-Hughes, Prof., UC Berkeley*
Susan M. Schultz, Prof., Univ. of Hawai’i* » Ron Scott, producer, activist » Thomas Willy Sepe, artist
Elias Serna, lecturer » Nick Setka, bookseller » Wanique Shabazz, WRFG* » Adam Shapiro, WRFG*
C. Zadik Shapiro, attorney = Joann Shapiro, theater artist » Cindy Sheehan, Congressional Candidate,
First Amendment advocate m Henry Silverman, Chr. Emeritus, Michigan State Univ.* m Rick Simonson,
Elliott Bay Book Co* m Ted Sirota, musician m Michael Slate, KPFK*, journalist w Jimmy Slater, Black
Panther Party* m Tolbert Small, MD, George Jackson Free Clinic for the Black Panther Party* = Robert C.
Smith, Prof., SF State Univ.* m Sparrow, poet m Joyce Stenberg, teacher m Lynne Stewart = Brenda C.
Stokely, Million Worker March* convener = Ralph K. Stueber, Emeritus Prof., Univ. of Hawai’i* = Bill
Swain » Bato Talamantez, ex political prisoner = Ula Taylor, Assoc. Prof., UC Berkeley* m Joseph T.
Thomas Jr., Prof., CSUN* m Hank Willis Thomas, artist » Delbert Tibbs, frmr. Death Row prisoner, hu-
man rights activist, poet » Ron Todd, Prof., Central CT State Univ. » Lorayne Treschuk » Dwight Trible,
musician » Daniel Tsang, KUCI Subversity Show* » Katherine Turner, St. Vartan Armenian Church*
Michael Turner, Hunter College, CUNY* » Morrie Turner, cartoonist » Kinan Valdez, author, director,
El Teatro Campesino* m Hector Valenzuela, Prof., Univ. of Hawai’i, Manoa* m Jose Luis Valenzuela, ar-
tistic Dir., Latino Theater Co.,* Prof., UCLA* u Collins Van Nort, teacher » Chuy Varela, radio producer,
author = Paul Von Blum, Prof.,, UCLA* » Signe Waller, Greensboro Massacre widow & survivor = TW.
Ward, Prof.,, USC* m Michael Tarif Warren, attorney = David Was, musician, Was Not Was* u Rev.
George W. Webber, Pres. Emeritus, NY Theological Seminary* m Bob Weick, actor » Cornel West, Prof.,
Princeton Univ.* m Susan Wicklund, MD = Charles Williams, professional boxing coach » Michael Wil-
liams, Cleveland State Univ.* m Saul Williams, artist = Dr. Donald E. Winters, “Soul of the Wobblies”,
author w Josh Wolf, independent journalist » John Wood, poet, Prof. Emeritus, McNeese Univ.* m Kriss
‘Worthington, Berkeley City Councilmember » Marvin X, The Univ. of Poetry* m Malik Yakini, educator,
activist = Rev. Lennox Yearwood, freedom fighter = Al Young, CA Poet Laureate = David Zeiger, film-
maker, “Sir! No Sir!” m *for identification only.
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