Lenin’s argument in What Is To Be
Done?—that the more highly
organized and centralized the
party was, the more it was a real
vanguard organization of
revolutionaries, the greater would
be the role and initiative of the
masses in revolutionary struggle—
was powerfully demonstrated in
the Russian Revolution itself and
has been in all proletarian
revolutions. Nowhere has such a
revolution been made without
such a party and nowhere has the
lack of such a party contributed
to unleashing the initiative of
masses of the oppressed in
conscious revolutionary struggle.
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