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The Whole Damn System Is Guilty!
When a cop can murder a young, unarmed Black man, lying face-down 
in handcuffs, it’s an outrage.  This is what happened to Oscar Grant, as 
clearly shown by numerous videos.  Yet his murderer has barely been 
given a slap on the wrist.

This same sort of outrage goes on year after year, city after city, through-
out society.  Sean Bell, unarmed, 23 years old and Black—New York 
police shot 50 bullets at him in 2006, murdering him on his wedding day.  
Amadou Diallo, a young African immigrant, murdered on his front steps 
by police who fired 41 shots at him.  Patrick Dorismond, Haitian-
American... Mark Garcia... Anthony Baez, Puerto Rican...Tyisha Miller, shot 
12 times by the Riverside, California, police as she sat in her car, uncon-
scious... the list goes on.  All murdered by police, all committing no 
crime, and in all cases but one the police going totally free.  The Stolen 
Lives Project has documented several thousand such cases—and this 
documentation itself is far from complete. [stolenlives.org] 

This is murder carried out “under color of authority.”  This murder is 
obscene. This murder is illegitimate.  This murder is unconscionable and 
utterly immoral.  AND IT MUST NOT BE TOLERATED!!

And when this kind of murder goes along with the widespread imprison-
ment of Black and other minority youth, with the police routinely forcing 
these youth to “kiss the pavement” and often beating them for the slight-
est show of defiance or merely to “make an example”...

when this kind of murder goes along with schools that don’t teach and 
inescapable discrimination in jobs and whole areas being left to rot, 
while those who have been consigned to this fate are constantly demon-
ized by the media...

when all this comes on top of 400 years of different forms of oppression, 
all preserving the essential core of white supremacy, despite oceans of 
blood shed by people trying to get free of this...

when all this flows out of and reinforces the basic economic workings of 
that same rotten society, generating untold wealth and power at the top 
of society and indescribable misery at the bottom... and when it finds 
endless echoes and constant reinforcements in the culture and ideas 
and institutions of that society... then:

It’s A System.

The Message and Call of our Party puts it this way:

“It is a system of capitalism-imperialism...a system in which U.S. impe-
rialism is the most monstrous, most oppressive superpower...a system 
driven by a relentless chase after profit, which brings horror upon 
horror, a nightmare seemingly without end, for the vast majority of 
humanity: poverty and squalor...torture and rape...the wholesale 
domination and degradation of women everywhere...wars, invasions 
and occupations...assassinations and massacres...planes, missiles, 
tanks and troops of the USA, bombarding people in far away lands 
while they sleep in their homes or go about their daily lives, blasting 
their little children to pieces, cutting down men and women in the 
prime of life, or in old age, kicking down their doors and dragging 
them away in the middle of the night...while here in the USA itself the 
police harass, brutalize and murder youth in the streets of the inner 
cities--over and over again--and then they spit out their maddening 
insults, insisting that this is ‘justified,’ as if these youth are not human 
beings, have no right to live, deserve no respect and no future.”

And as we ask elsewhere in this paper, “how much more do we need to 
see of this system, before we decide we have had enough of it, and work 
with everything we have to build a movement for revolution to get rid 
of it...and put something in its place that would value the lives of the mil-
lions of people like the one wantonly murdered and would actually bring 
justice?”

Sean Bell, 23. New York, NY.  
Killed November 25, 2006.

Oscar Grant, 22. Oakland, CA.  
Killed January 1, 2009.

Mark Garcia, San Francisco, CA.  
Killed April 6, 1996.

Amadou Diallo, 23. New York, NY.  
Killed February 4, 1999.

Anthony Baez, 29 . New York, NY.  
Killed December 22, 1994.

Tyisha Miller, 19. Riverside, CA.  
Killed December 28, 1998.

July 8, 2010, after verdict was announced in the trial of the cop who murdered Oscar Grant.
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