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ON “PRINCIPLED COMPROMISES,” AND 
OTHER CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY
* Writing in the New York Times “Book Review” section (Sunday, October 25, 2015), speaking 
about the convention in 1787 that “led to the creation of the United States Constitution,” Robert 
E. Rubin, former Secretary of the Treasury under Bill Clinton, actually says the following:

“Disagreements about the extent of federal power and the design of our democratic institutions 
were resolved through long arguments and, ultimately, principled compromises.” (Emphasis added)

Principled compromises?! The founding of this country on the basis of institutionalizing 
slavery—officially establishing the “right” to own slaves, and the status of slaves as less than 
human, in its founding Constitution—that is a “principled compromise” in the eyes of a present-
day representative and functionary of the ruling class of this country. And the fact is that no 
major politician and no other significant representative of this ruling class will, or can, denounce 
this country, since its very founding, and denounce its “founders,” in the terms in which they 
deserve to be denounced: monstrously criminal. If founding a country on the basis of 
institutionalizing slavery is not a monstrous crime, what is? The fact that no significant 
representative and functionary of this system, in this country, can recognize and acknowledge 
this as a monstrous crime—and instead they all uphold as “great men” those, like Thomas 
Jefferson, who founded a country on the basis of this monstrous crime, and who perpetuated 
this crime for generations—that gets to the very core of what this system is all about and why 
there is a great need to put an end to this system at the earliest possible time, and replace it 
with a system that has no need, no place, and no apology for slavery in any form.

*Unbelievable as it may seem, in the 21st century there are still people—including people in 
positions of power and authority—who are determined to force women to bear children, 
regardless of the situation, the feelings, and the better judgment of those women themselves. 
That is a way of enslaving women to the dictates of an oppressive male supremacist, 
patriarchal system; and that is what the cruel fanatics who are determined to deny women the 
right to abortion are really all about.

* On Elections: Choosing between oppressive rulers will not stop them from ruling over 
and oppressing you and committing horrific crimes against humanity. This is true of all the 
major presidential candidates, of both the Republican and Democratic parties, and it will be true 
of anyone who becomes president, or occupies any major political office, under this system. 
What supporting these people does accomplish is making you complicit with these crimes.
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What we need is an actual revolution. And  
if you are serious about an actual revolution, 
you have to get seriously into Bob Avakian.

Get the handbook for revolution…

BAsics
from the talks and writings of Bob Avakian
Available in English and Spanish.

Free e-book available now!
Instructions and links for download are at
revcom.us/avakian/About-BAsics-ebook-en.html
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BA Speaks: REVOLUTION—NOTHING LESS!
Bob Avakian Live
“Those this system has cast off, those it has treated as less than 
human, can be the backbone and driving force of a fight not only 
to end their own oppression, but to finally end all oppression, and 
emancipate all of humanity.”       —From the film 
 

Buy or order the DVD at revcom.us
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