Sample script for phone banking to raise $23,000 by December 12 for the film

Occasioned by BAsics: A Celebration of Revolution and the Vision of a New World

This sample phone script shouldn’t be read word for word but can help as a guide. People should familiarize themselves with the materials so they can give a good sense of this without reading the script word for word.
Five tips for phone banking:

1. Make sure you have a working phone for each person. And a charger in case it runs out of batteries. 

2. Set a goal for money you will raise.

3. On average you will talk to one person for every seven you call so try to have about 70 numbers for each person doing phone banking. 

4. Practice the script together before you start calling.
5. A little ways in, you may want to stop and check in with each other to see how it’s going, sum up along the way.

_____________________________
"Hello, this is ____________and I am a volunteer with [a Revolution fundraising group or whoever you’re calling with]." 
** IF YOU KNOW WERE WE MET THEM, YOU CAN ADD IT, SO THEY CAN REMEMBER WHEN THEY GAVE THEIR NUMBER.
"Do you have a few minutes to talk?"
** IF THEY DO NOT, VERY IMPORTANT TO ASK, WHEN IS A GOOD TIME TO CALL BACK.
"I’m calling about a film that’s being made about a cultural event that took place in Harlem, New York last April. This was a celebration of revolution and the vision of a new world that was occasioned by the release of a book called BAsics, From the Talks and Writings of Bob Avakian."
"Are you familiar with this book?"
** Wait until they answer....

[If they are familiar, you can say:] “I’d be really interested in hearing your thoughts on it in this conversation.” [You should definitely come back to this, but you want to get a bit more into the pitch before you’re off into what should be a substantive discussion about the book.]

[If they are not familiar with BAsics, you can explain this is book of quotations and short essays from Bob Avakian who has re-envisioned revolution and communism. You’d like to come back to this at the end, because it’s a book they should definitely check out.]
"The film I’m calling about is taking off from an event last spring which brought together a wide range of artists from different perspectives who saw the books’ release as an opportunity to celebrate revolution and the vision of a new world. There were jazz musicians, actors, dancers and visual artists from all different genres who all came together."
"What was significant about the event is that through the combination of Avakian’s words, and the creativity of the artists, everyone there really got a taste of that new world… a different way to think, feel and be. The tagline for the film is: 'For everyone who has dreamed of a different and better world or wondered how art and culture can be part of creating it, this is a film that needs to be seen.'"
** Pause, and let them respond if they have a response.
"Right now, we are in the midst of an online fund drive to raise $23,000 for this film. As of now, we’ve raised $____ and have $_____ more to go." 

** Ask if they currently have access to the Internet. If they do, ask if they’d like to watch the trailer of the film, and then you can call them back in a few minutes to get their thoughts. You can either email the link on the spot or send them to indiegogo.com/basicsevent
When you call them back, first ask them what they thought. Then skip to the next section of this script on “the ask.”
**If they do not have access to the net, or want to watch it later, you can say in your own words: 

This film will tell the story of what those artists did and why they did it. 
It’ll talk about what brought together some of the top jazz musicians today, a cutting edge 'tropical punk' singer, a former member of the Black Panther Party, poets with their roots in the '60s and poets who shaped the more recent spoken word movement. And why all this was occasioned by the release of a book from Bob Avakian, the revolutionary leader who has brought forward a new synthesis of communism.
The film will weave footage from the event with interviews from artists and other participants, and it will speak powerfully to the question of how art and culture can be part of creating a different and better world. 

Ask if they would consider a contribution towards this film. They can either give online or right there on the phone with you.

"Getting this film made and out into the world will be a significant contribution to changing the culture. Would you consider making a financial contribution to reach this needed goal?"
**Stop and wait for them to respond.

There may be a range of responses and that’s ok… if someone declines, we should find out why and explore other things they might be able to do, like sending the indiegogo.com/basicsevent link to their friends and helping post on Facebook, twitter etc.
If they say they do not have money right now, let them know they can give as little as $10 and that will make a big difference.  

If someone says yes, thank them. Also, ask if they have friends who might also be interested. Or if there are other ways they can help.

If they want to think about it, ask them when you can call them back.

In all this, the more concrete you both are in this conversation, the more real your plan and their commitment becomes. Also make sure you share the plan to raise the money, and ideas of how they can contribute. 

A good goal for the phone calls is to end the conversation with a plan, and make sure we follow up with people around the results.
Form for phone banking

How many people called _______________   
How many people we talked to __________

(fill out for each person we talk to)

Name ___________________________________________

Email ________________________________ Phone ___________________________
Did they know about BAsics, or know about the April 11 event? If so, thoughts?

What did they think of the project?
What did they agree to do?
What were their thoughts or questions overall?

What should the follow up be?
