February 2021

Dear Friends,
On February 7, Revolution Books NYC hosted a unique panel of prominent voices from around the world that spotlighted the urgent struggle titled “Free Nasrin and all Iran’s political prisoners: heroism for these times.” For the hundreds who participated, from many countries, the entire program was an inspiration and a call to act. You can watch the program video here.
YOU are needed NOW to join this growing global struggle to broaden and deepen this movement. The stakes are high—for the people in Iran and the whole world. The first step is circulating and signing this solidarity statement.
The solidarity statement focuses attention on the new, virulent wave of repression in Iran since October 2020. It is a response to a CALL for unity from supporters, friends and family of these political prisoners: Let Us Unite and Fight Together Against Waves of Suppression in Iran. Their bold CALL makes clear why the decent people worldwide must support them in this fight:
“Our” struggles have stacked up against “their” repression. They want to crush us. But we must send a clear and resolute message: we will not swallow your crimes in silence and on our knees. [Emphasis added.] To be sure, the ranks of this [Islamic Republic of Iran, IRI] regime are riddled with conflict. But they are united like a fist against us when they want to crush us. We undoubtedly have differences amongst us in various ways. But it is necessary to strive to unite in the face of their repression.
The above excerpt from the CALL of the “Burn the Cage, Free the Birds” campaign activists underscores the stakes of a determined struggle to resist and defeat the IRI’s crackdown. And as Kave Milani, representing burn_the_cage campaign, said at the Revolution Books panel:
Two mass uprisings in November 2019 and December 2017 have been extremely important developments. They oxygenated all of Iranian society and were taken by the fascist theocratic rulers as potentially a threat to their whole system. The regime is dead serious about not allowing such an actual threat to their rule. They want to make sure the upsurge is not infused with the outlook and program of the need for the most radical revolutionary societal change.
Given the brutal U.S. history (see revcom.us American Crime series, #98 and #17) and current reality of U.S. hostility towards Iran, the solidarity statement, issued to and from people in the U.S., firmly stands with the people who ask us to join them in uniting against this oppression and repression. It is unique in its internationalist core:
The U.S. and IRI regimes have their national interests but we and the people of these countries have OUR shared interests. It is in the interest of the people all over the world to unite and defend the political prisoners of Iran whose lives and dignity are in imminent mortal danger. People in the U.S. have a special responsibility and opportunity to unite across all social and political movements or divides against this vile repression by the IRI, and to actively oppose any war moves by the U.S. government that would bring even more horrific suffering to the people of Iran.
This is a challenge—including to the many progressive people who lean towards the erroneous method of thinking that “the enemy of my enemy is my friend”—either favoring the IRI or the U.S. instead of “Bringing Forward Another Way,” as Bob Avakian challenges, against these two historically outmodeds of imperialism and Islamic fundamentalism.
At this time, the IRI is further accelerating use of the death penalty against political prisoners, such as its December 12 execution of dissident journalist Rouhollah Zam. Human rights groups have documented 244 executions of Iranian prisoners in 2020 (IRI admits only 54) and estimate at least 27 in January 2021 alone—of whom at least four were political prisoners and 10 were of the Baluchi oppressed minority (in effect, political prisoners).
In early February, dozens of human rights and other groups issued a joint statement raising alarm over the surge of “arbitrary arrests, incommunicado detention, and enforced disappearances by the Iranian authorities, targeting scores of people from Iran’s” oppressed Kurdish ethnic minority. They cite credible reports that nearly 100 Kurds were swept up in one month, “including civil society activists, labor rights activists, environmentalists, writers, university students and formerly imprisoned political activists as well as individuals with no known history of activism, have been arrested by the intelligence unit of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards or ministry of intelligence agents, at times in a violent manner.”
We call on you to join this incipient but crucial movement to fight for the lives and dignity of Iran’s political prisoners. Besides signing the solidarity statement above, many have found creative expressions up against the pandemic constraints so far. You can participate in many ways. For example:

· Watch and spread the documentary about Nasrin Sotoudeh what was part of the focus for the Revolution Books panel. Watch and spread the video of this Revolution Books panel.
· Sign the petition directed at the German government by Mariam Claren, daughter of Iran-German dual citizen Nahid Taghavi, posted at change.org.
· Endorse the campaign to free labor activist Mehran Raouf, a dual British-Iranian citizen arrested in mid October, initiated by Mehri Jafari, an attorney in London, along with Satar Rahmani, who are in the International Alliance in Support of Workers in Iran. Mehri@solidumsolicitors.co.uk.
· Spread the news and videos of this campaign on social media from the revcom.us Iran resource page. Send your questions, comments, and suggestions to FreeIransPoliticalPrisonersNow@gmail.com.
Warm regards,
