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BAsics 3:8

The interests, objectives, and grand designs of the imperialists are not our 
interests—they are not the interests of the great majority of people in the U.S. 
nor of the overwhelming majority of people in the world as a whole. And the 
difficulties the imperialists have gotten themselves into in pursuit of these 
interests must be seen, and responded to, not from the point of view of the 
imperialists and their interests, but from the point of view of the great majority 
of humanity and the basic and urgent need of humanity for a different and 
better world, for another way.

Bringing Forward Another Way, Revolution #83, March 25, 2007

BAsics 1:5

It is not uncommon to hear these days, from government officials and 
others, that only 1 percent of the population is in the U.S. military but that 
this 1 percent is fighting for the freedom of the other 99 percent. The truth, 
however, is this: That 1 percent, in the military, is in reality fighting for the 
other 1 percent: the big capitalist-imperialists who run this country—who 
control the economy, the political system, the military, the media, and the 
other key institutions—and who dominate large parts of the world, 
wreaking havoc and causing great suffering for literally billions of people. 
It is the “freedom” of these capitalist-imperialists—their freedom to exploit, 
oppress, and plunder—that this 1 percent in the military is actually killing 
and sometimes dying for.

Revolution #220, December 19, 2010

BAsics 1:3

The essence of what exists in the U.S. is not democracy but capitalism-imperialism 
and political structures to enforce that capitalism-imperialism. What the U.S. 
spreads around the world is not democracy, but imperialism and political 
structures to enforce that imperialism.

Revolution #43, April 16, 2006

U.S. soldiers in Iraq

A boy carries food to his family at a garbage dump in New Delhi, India, 2003. 

Internationalism—The Whole World Comes First!
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These quotes from BAsics, from the talks and writings of Bob Avakian draw from more than 30 
years of work by Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA. BAsics 
addresses a wide range of questions on revolution and human emancipation and is a handbook 
for a new wave of revolutionaries.

Bullets, From the Writings, Speeches, & Interviews of 
Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Revolutionary 

Communist Party, USA, 1985

BAsics 5:8


