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BAsics, from the talks and writings of Bob Avakian
begins with these quotes:

There would be no United States as we now know it

today without slavery. That is a simple and basic truth.
BAsics 1:1

Now, of course, slavery was not the only factor that played a
significant part in the emergence of the U.S. as a world power,
whose economic strength underlies its massive military force. A major
historical factor in all this was the theft of land, on a massive scale,
from Mexico as well as from native peoples. But, in turn, much of
that conquest of land was, for a long period of time up until the Civil
War, largely to expand the slave system. “Remember the Alamo,” we
are always reminded. Well, many of the “heroes” of the Alamo were
slave traders and slave chasers....And expanding the slave system
was a major aim of the overall war with Mexico, although that war
also led to the westward expansion of the developing capitalist system

centered in the northern United States. _
BAsics 1:2

The essence of what exists in the U.S. is not democracy but capitalism-
imperialism and political structures to enforce that capitalism-
imperialism. What the U.S. spreads around the world is not democracy,

but imperialism and political structures to enforce that imperialism.
BAsics 1:3

Not only did slavery play a major role in the historical development

of the U.S., but the wealth and power of the U.S. rests today on a

worldwide system of imperialist exploitation that ensnares hundreds of

millions, and ultimately billions, of people in conditions hardly better
than those of slaves. Now, if this seems like an extreme or extravagant
claim, think about the tens of millions of children throughout the Third
World who, from a very, very early age, are working nearly every day
of the year—as the slaves on the southern plantations in the United States
used to say, “from can't see in the morning, till can’t see at night” — until
they’ve been physically used up....These are conditions very similar to
outright slavery....This includes overt sexual harassment of women, and
many other degradations as well.
All this is the foundation on which the imperialist system rests, with U.S.

imperialism now sitting atop it all.
BAsics 1:4



