H

It is not uncommon to hear these days,
from government officials and others, that
only 1 percent of the population is in the U.S.
military but that this 1 percent is fighting
for the freedom of the other 99 percent. The
truth, however, is this: That 1 percent, in the
military, is in reality fighting for the other
1 percent: the big capitalist-imperialists who
run this country —who control the economy,
the political system, the military, the media,
and the other key institutions — and who
dominate large parts of the world, wreaking
havoc and causing great suffering for literally
billions of people. It is the “freedom” of these
capitalist-imperialists — their freedom to
exploit, oppress, and plunder —that this
1 percent in the military is actually killing and
sometimes dying for. #F#
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A 100k ot dll these beautiful children who are female
in the world. And in addition to all the other outrages which
| have referred to, in terms of children throughout the slums
and shantytowns of the Third World, in addition to all the
horrors that will be heaped on them — the actual living

in garbage and human waste in the hundreds of millions

as their fate, laid out before them, yes, even before they
are born —there is, on top of this, for those children who
are born female, the horror of everything that this will
bring simply because they are female in a world of male
domination. And this is true not only in the Third World.

In “modern” countries like the U.S. as well, the stafistics
barely capture it: the millions who will be raped; the millions
more who will be routinely demeaned, deceived, degraded,
and all too often brutalized by those who are supposed to
be their most intimate lovers; the way in which so many
women will be shamed, hounded and harassed if they seek
to exercise reproductive rights through abortion, or even
birth control; the many who will be forced into prostitution
and pornography; and all those who — if they do not have
that particular fate, and even if they achieve some success
in this “new world” where supposedly there are no barriers
for women —will be surrounded on every side, and insulted
at every moment, by a society and a culture which degrades
women, on the streefs, in the schools and workplaces, in the
home, on a daily basis and in countless ways. gy
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H o more generations of
our youth, here and all around
the world, whose life is over,
whose fate has been sealed,
who have been condemned

to an early death or a life of
misery and brutality, whom
the system has destined for
oppression and oblivion even
before they are born. | say no

more of that. JJy
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e s nothing
more unrealistic than the
idea of reforming this
system into something that
would come anywhere
near being in the interests
of the great majority of
people and ultimately of
humanity as a whole. JF
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i pn Appeal to Those
the System Has Cast Off

Here | am speaking not only to prisoners but to those
whose life is lived on the desperate edge, whether or
not they find some work; to those without work or
even homes; to all those the system and its enforcers
treat as so much human waste material.

Raise your sights above the degradation and madness,
the muck and demoralization, above the individual
batile to survive and to “be somebody” on the terms of
the imperialists — of fouler, more monstrous criminals
than mythology has ever invented or jails ever held.
Become a part of the human saviors of humanity: the
gravediggers of this system and the bearers of the
future communist society.

This is not just talk or an attempt to make poetry here:
there are great tasks to be fulfilled, great struggles to
be carried out, and yes great sacrifices to be made to
accomplish all this. But there is a world to save — and
to win—and in that process those the system has
counted as nothing can count for a great deal. They
represent a great reserve force that must become an
active force for the proletarian revolution. #F
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A1 People say: “You mean to tell me
that these youth running around selling
drugs and killing each other, and caught
up in all kinds of other stuff, can be a
backbone of this revolutionary state
power in the future?” Yes— but not as
they are now, and not without struggle.
They weren't always selling drugs and
killing each other, and the rest of it —
and they don’t have to be into all that
in the future. Ask yourself: how does

it happen that you go from beautiful
children to supposedly “irredeemable
monsters” in a few years? lt's because
of the system, and what it does to
people — not because of “unchanging
and unchangeable human nature.” 77
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/| Oppressed people
who are unable or
unwilling to confront
reality as it actually
is, are condemned to
remain enslaved and

oppressed. JF
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