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The crazed fanaticism of the fascists insisting that Trump 

must remain in power, no matter what, must be met, and 

overwhelmed, by the conscious passionate intensity of 

masses of people who hate everything that this fascist 

regime represents, who recognize the very real existential 

threat that this regime represents for humanity and are fired 

with righteous determination that this regime must go!12
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1. The Trump/Pence Regime Must Go! In The Name of Humanity We REFUSE 
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Part 1

THE DEMOCRATS CAN’T FIGHT TRUMP

THE WAY HE NEEDS TO BE FOUGHT

In the Statement by Bob Avakian, August 1, 2020, On The Immediate 

Critical Situation, The Urgent Need To Drive Out The Fascist Trump/

Pence Regime, Voting In This Election, And The Fundamental Need 

For Revolution, I spoke to this important point:

At this critical hour, every appropriate means of non-violent 

action must be utilized to remove this regime from power. And if, 

in spite of mass protest demanding the removal of the Trump/

Pence regime, this regime remains in power when it is time for 

voting, then—without placing fundamental reliance on this—

using all appropriate means to work for the removal of this regime 

must include voting against Trump (assuming the election is 

actually held). To be clear, this means not a “protest vote” for 

some candidate who has no chance of winning, but actually vot-

ing for the Democratic Party candidate, Biden, in order to effec-

tively vote against Trump.

VOTING WILL NOT BE ENOUGH—
WE NEED TO TAKE TO THE STREETS,
AND STAY IN THE STREETS
DEMANDING TRUMP/PENCE 
OUT NOW!

by Bob Avakian
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At the same time, however, I strongly emphasized that:

Simply relying on voting to oust this regime will almost certainly 

lead to very bad, even disastrous results. This is especially true 

given what this regime is already doing, and what Trump is say-

ing, in relation to the election.

Trump’s Blatant Racism and Support for 
White Supremacist Violence

It has become increasingly clear that a pivotal part of Trump’s strategy, in 

relation to the election scheduled for November, and his overall approach 

to holding power, is to make more and more blatant appeals to racism by 

trumpeting a call for “law and order.” Trump portrays the ongoing protests 

against white supremacy and police terror as violent—and, as is typical 

with him, he flagrantly and grossly lies about the extent and causes of 

this violence. He paints a crude horror scene of you-know-who coming 

to pillage and rape—to violate the homes and the people, especially the 

women—in the suburbs, which in Trump’s vision are all white. This is a 

direct “echo” of the vile tactics used by white supremacists organizing 

mobs to lynch Black people during Jim Crow segregation, and of how 

Hitler stirred up hatred of and violence against Jews in NAZI Germany. 

Here again, facts do not matter to Trump and his fascist regime and its 

supporters—or, rather, facts are to be deliberately distorted, defied, and 

perverted in pursuit of literally murderous aims.

It has been shown (for example, in a study by Princeton University) 

that, overwhelmingly (more than 90 percent of the time), these protests 

against white supremacy and police terror have not been violent; and 

violence that has been committed by the protesters themselves has been 

relatively minor (some fires, looting, and trashing of a few buildings, in 

small, confined areas, often at or near police stations—nothing like the 

picture Trump paints of whole cities being burned down and destroyed). 

But, beyond that, most of the violence in connection with these protests 

has been perpetrated by Trump supporters—by police, who have repeat-

edly attacked the protests, and by armed fascist thugs (those Trump calls 

AND STAY IN THE STREETS DEMANDING TRUMP/PENCE OUT NOW!                           31 

into a passive position of just waiting for the election and hoping that it 

will somehow resolve the crisis that is intensifying now on mainly very 

bad terms. But, the other side of the story is that the relentless drive by 

this regime and its supporters, even as the election approaches, to go full 

steam ahead with their fascist juggernaut, to corrupt and steal the elec-

tion, to refuse to accept a defeat in the election, and to remain in power 

regardless of the outcome of the election—this is forcing, more and more 

to the forefront, the reality of what is represented by this regime, the great 

objective danger of simply waiting for the election, and the great need to 

take to the streets, now, to demand that this regime must be removed.

This speaks, once again, to the importance of the mobilization that is 

already taking place around the demand Trump/Pence OUT NOW! And it 

speaks to the great importance of this mobilization, with whatever numbers 

it organizes at any given time, becoming sustained, taking place day after 

day, and to build on every significant advance it does achieve. As this is 

done in ways, both determined and creative, that “capture the imagination” 

of people—together with the continuing intensification of the crisis that is 

largely being driven, now, by Trump’s fascist actions and declarations—

“things can come together,” and “the dam can break,” with growing numbers 

of people pouring into the streets, raising ever more loudly the demand 

that this regime must go, now, and calling forth still greater numbers to join 

in this courageous and urgently needed mobilization.

In conclusion:

With the full awareness of what is represented by this fascist 

regime, and what it means that Trump is not only seeking to 

suppress the votes of people who will vote against him but 

is also preparing to utilize forceful, violent repression to 

remain in office if he is not declared the winner in the elec-

tion, it is of critical and urgent importance to build now truly 

massive and sustained mobilization around the unifying 

demand that this regime must be OUT NOW!—with an orien-

tation of being prepared to continue this even past the elec-

tion, if the situation requires it.11

***
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powerful role in creating favorable conditions for dealing with the demented 

determination of this regime to remain in power and wreak even further 

havoc and horror.

It is crucial to recognize that

The mass mobilization that is needed cannot be built “over-

night,” in the aftermath of the election—and it cannot be built 

by confining things within the framework and limits insisted 

upon by the Democrats.10

And, through the work of Refuse Fascism, and some others joining this 

effort, this mass mobilization has already begun.

It is a fact that, since the early days of the Trump/Pence regime, Refuse 

Fascism has been calling for mass mobilization around the demand that 

this regime must go; and, while it has rallied thousands so far to take to 

the streets to voice this demand, as yet this mobilization has not resulted 

in the exponential (by leaps and bounds) growth that it needs to, now very 

quickly, achieve. But, because those thousands really do give expression 

to strongly held sentiments of tens of millions, they actually represent a 

potentially powerful force, and it is crucial to build on every advance that 

is made in reaching and mobilizing people, including by enabling those 

who have stepped forward to themselves become organizers of many 

more...to, in turn, become the organizers of still greater numbers. Further, 

it is very important to recognize, and act on the understanding, that the 

times, right now, are very different than they have been over the past few 

years, even with all the outrages that this regime has committed over 

those years.

Things now are much more intense, and are developing in a much more 

accelerating pace, particularly as Trump is ramping up his fascist offen-

sive, with the approach of the scheduled election. This is having contra-

dictory effects. On the one hand, the violent repression and attacks on 

people protesting injustice—and the threats of even much worse repres-

sion and violence—on the part of this regime, and its fascist supporters, 

together with the fact that the scheduled election is rapidly approaching: 

this has led more than a few, among those who hate this regime, to fall 
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“Second Amendment people”). At least 20 protesters have been killed in 

this way. And Trump and his supporters have justified—and even glori-

fied—this violence by white supremacists.

The Democrats, and the “mainstream media” generally in the same camp 

(CNN, MSNBC, the New York Times, and so on), have largely tried to 

shift the focus away from the protests and onto questions where they feel 

Trump is more vulnerable—in particular Trump’s truly reckless handling 

of the COVID pandemic, and things such as statements by Trump (or 

attributed to him) insulting U.S. soldiers. But Trump will continue his racist 

attacks on the protests against white supremacy and police violence, 

and his attempts to paint the Democrats as backers of violence and 

“carnage” by Black “thugs,” “anarchists” and other “far leftists”; and this 

will have the effect of forcing the Democrats to devote significant atten-

tion to responding to this. And what has been the response of the Demo-

crats? They have made the point that most of the protests have been 

peaceful, and they even say that Trump wants violence; yet, at the same 

time, the Democrats accept, to a large extent, the terms (and the trap) 

Trump has set. They have put a great deal of emphasis on denouncing 

violence by protesters, without giving the same emphasis to pointing out 

who is responsible for most of the violence connected to the protests—

once again, overwhelmingly Trump supporters. The Democrats do not 

highlight the bitter irony that here are people protesting violence 

by the police and, even when (overwhelmingly) their protests are 

peaceful, they are subjected to yet more violence by the police! The 

Democrats don’t emphasize yet another glaring irony: Here are Trump 

and his supporters denouncing and attacking people overwhelmingly 

carrying out peaceful protests against racist violence, while Trump 

defends monuments to “heroes” of the Confederacy, who waged a 

war, in which they killed hundreds of thousands of Union soldiers, 

in the attempt to preserve and extend slavery.
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Strategies by Democrats That Flow From and 
Reinforce the Problem Itself

There are two basic causes for how the Democrats and their allies do—

and do not—respond to what Trump is doing with his attacks on the 

protests and his contrived racist horror story of mobs of “those people” 

bent on violently attacking innocent (white) people and their property. 

First, the Democrats’ electoral strategy is focused on winning a relatively 

small number of “swing voters,” largely white people in the suburbs, in a 

small number of “swing states.” Flowing from this, and once again largely 

accepting the terms Trump has set, the Democrats see it as very impor-

tant to reassure these voters that the Democrats, too, denounce—and, by 

implication, will use the power of the government to suppress—violence 

that supposedly is carried out by protesters and supposedly threatens 

these (white suburban) “swing voters.” Here it has to be said that, even on 

its own—very wrong and perverted—terms, this is likely a losing strategy. 

Not only is it the case that, by far, most of the violence connected with the 

protests has been carried out by Trump supporters (including the police), 

while overwhelmingly the protests themselves have been peaceful; but, 

even if the intent of everyone protesting were to remain completely 

peaceful, including when provoked and attacked by the police and 

armed “civilian” racists, there will still be violence—exactly because 

Trump and his supporters will continue to carry out, and to escalate, 

the violence, no matter what the protesters do.

It is true that, at this point, the vote in a few states essentially deter-

mines the outcome of presidential elections—so that, as was the case 

with Trump in the previous presidential election, someone can lose the 

popular vote and still become president. But, even given this reality, an 

electoral strategy that could work much better for the Democrats would 

be to take on Trump’s whole racist approach, directly and forcefully, and 

appeal to Black people and other people of color, and the large number of 

white people (especially, though not only, younger generations) who have 

shown that they are motivated by a definite desire for an end to social 

injustice, blatant inequality, and rampant police violence. That is a great 

“reservoir” that, theoretically, the Democrats could focus on appealing to.
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“among the first” to boldly step forward and become part of a truly 

massive mobilization demanding that this regime must be removed, 

now—and, in doing so, discovering that we are not after all “alone” 

or “only a few brave souls,” but are together, not just in sentiment 

but as an active force, with thousands and ultimately millions.

Yes, it is true that there is no “guarantee” that even such a massive 

mobilization will succeed in forcing the removal of this regime—and this 

regime, along with the crazed fascist fanatics who make up its “base,” will 

rabidly resist this—but it can be guaranteed that, if this regime succeeds 

in remaining in power, by corrupting and stealing the election and then 

refusing to leave, once more the consequences will truly be catastrophic.

And, while there is no “guarantee,” there is a definite possibility of a 

positive outcome. Once again, think of the tremendous impact that the 

beautiful rising against racist oppression and police terror has had, almost 

literally “overnight.”

At the same time, it is important to understand that, even if and as a mass 

mobilization demanding the removal of this regime could have a powerful 

impact on the political terrain, and on all the institutions of power and 

sectors of society, things would not likely go forward as a simple direct line 

extension of this mass mobilization. Rather, it would more likely take place 

as the interplay between that mass mobilization and the contradictions 

and conflicts among the powers-that-be, which will be heightened by this 

mass mobilization—possibly leading to a political crisis of such powerful 

dimensions and depth that forces who normally strongly resist doing 

things outside of the “traditional institutional means and procedures” of 

this system, ruling class powers who do not normally involve themselves 

directly in the politics of the system, and even some of those who have 

up to now stubbornly stuck with this fascist regime, will conclude that it 

is necessary to remove the regime—to at least force Trump (and Pence) 

to resign—in order to avoid an even more profound crisis for their whole 

system.

Again, no one can say, with absolute certainty, what the outcome of all 

this will be. But a truly massive popular upsurge, aimed at driving out 

the Trump/Pence regime, even ahead of the election, could play a very 



28                    VOTING WILL NOT BE ENOUGH—WE NEED TO TAKE TO THE STREETS,

in such extreme terms, in this society, especially in recent times. In the 

situation today, faced with the escalating and accelerating fascist jugger-

naut, this individualism is often expressed in these terms now: “While I hate 

everything Trump is about and everything he is doing, I have to look out 

for myself and those who are close to me; and putting myself on the line 

to step out and actively oppose this by getting into the streets and demon-

strating around the demand that this regime must be removed now—when 

there are not that many people already doing this—well, that is a risk I 

am not willing to take, especially when there is an election coming up and 

there is a chance that this might deal with the problem.”

Here—along with calling attention once again to the ways in which Trump 

is already perverting and stealing the election, and is using violence and 

threatening even more violence to remain in power, regardless of what 

actually happens with this election—it needs to be pointed out strongly: 

If everyone who has expressed (or felt) these sentiments were actu-

ally to take to the streets, there would be a force of literally millions, 

and even tens of millions, powerfully demonstrating their insistence 

that the Trump/Pence regime must be OUT NOW!—as is being called 

for, and organized by, RefuseFascism.org.

It also needs to be bluntly said: This rampant individualism—everyone 

just thinking about themselves and failing or refusing to act on the larger 

interests of humanity—this is a big part of why we are faced with the 

terrible situation we are faced with now. And continuing in this way will 

only contribute to things becoming far, far worse, with truly catastrophic 

consequences for all of humanity—which few, if any, will ultimately be 

able to escape. (Besides the ever-present danger of nuclear annihilation, 

especially with the demented bully Trump having his finger on the nuclear 

button, think about the environmental crisis and the intensified and accel-

erated damage the Trump/Pence regime has already done to the environ-

ment—and will do on a far more terrible scale, if it remains in power.)

It may not be “easy,” but it is in the fundamental interests of everyone 

(everyone who cares at all about social injustice and inequality, and 

having an environment, both natural and social, in which human 

beings can breathe and hope to flourish) that we all be willing to be 
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But the Democrats themselves will not—cannot—really do this. And this 

gets to the deeper reasons why the Democrats approach things in the 

way they do. Although, in the present situation, where there has been 

a massive outpouring against police terror, the Democrats have felt the 

need to talk in general terms about “police reform,” as representatives of 

this system of capitalism-imperialism the Democrats are very firm about 

the fundamental need for the police to enforce the oppressive “law and 

order” of this system, with the racist violence that involves. So, the Demo-

crats cannot carry out a campaign that actually unites with the strongly 

and widely held sentiment that this police violence must end. At the same 

time, as representatives of this system, and as upholders of its traditional 

institutions and “stability,” they do not want to win an election and head 

the government on the basis of appealing to and further arousing a force 

of tens of millions filled with passionate intensity to end police terror and 

white supremacy, which in fact are built into and required by this system. 

Better, from the Democrats’ point of view, to appeal to longings for “a 

return to calm and normalcy”—which are likely to resonate with many 

middle class suburbanites—even though there will not be any “calm and 

normalcy,” in large part because the fascist forces will not allow it.

Appealing to the “Grievances” of the Fascists Will 
Only Strengthen Fascism

Once again now, as was the case during and in the immediate after-

math of the 2016 election, there are “mainstream” voices (such as CNN’s 

Chris Cuomo, brother of the Democratic Governor of New York state, 

and Thomas Friedman, a prominent proponent of the “great benefits” of 

highly globalized capitalism) who argue that, in order to win this time, 

Biden and the Democrats should appeal to Trump’s “base” by recog-

nizing their “grievances,” rather than humiliating them. But there are deep-

seated bases for this fascism, and the minds of these fascists will not 

be changed by “being nice” to them or acting as if their “grievances” 

are “legitimate.” As I (and others who have seriously studied this fascist 

phenomenon) have pointed out, the reality is that these “grievances” flow 

from resentment against any changes that even slightly undermine white 
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supremacy, male supremacy, xenophobia (hatred of foreigners), rabid 

American chauvinism, and the unrestrained plundering of the environ-

ment. And, even though, in the most fundamental terms, the Democrats 

represent this system of capitalism-imperialism, which embodies and 

enforces all of this, the Republican party, as it has become more and 

more blatantly fascist, has cultivated and organized its “base” through 

aggressively promoting, in extreme terms, this inequality, oppression, and 

plunder of the earth, along with a rejection of, and passionate “resent-

ment” against, the scientific method and rational thinking. For example, 

there is this important analysis, by African-American theologian Hubert 

Locke, speaking particularly to the Christian fundamentalists that are the 

driving force of this fascism:

It is not happenstance that it is a movement that draws its 

strength and finds its support principally in the so-called heart-

land of the nation and especially in its southern precincts. This is 

the portion of the United States that has never been comfortable 

with post-WWII America. The brief period of normalcy after the 

war was followed within a decade by a pent-up and long overdue 

racial revolution that overturned centuries of culture and tradition, 

especially in the South. The disillusionment, two decades later, 

with an unpopular war in southeast Asia shook the foundations 

of traditional/conventional patriotism in American life; it was fol-

lowed in the next decade by a sexual revolution that upset deeply 

entrenched views among this portion of the American populace 

about the subordinate place of women in society and the non-

place of gay and lesbian persons in American life. These political 

and social and cultural defeats have now erupted into a pitched 

battle to turn back the clock on the last half-century and return 

America to its pre-war purity. It is not without significance that 

teaching creationism in the schools, for example, is such a 

prominent part of the religious right agenda. That was a battle the 

right lost in the mid-1920s but it is not one that the right ever 

acknowledged losing just as some die-hards have never acknowl-

edged losing the Civil War. Consequently, the restoration the 
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but if all this is linked together with, and given powerful expression as, 

masses of people, in continually growing numbers, in the streets power-

fully demanding that the fascist Trump/Pence regime must go!

If this fascist regime is still in power when it is time for voting—then that will 

require not just people carrying out the single act of voting themselves, but 

working to mobilize people in massive numbers to deliver a decisive elec-

toral defeat to this fascist regime. But, at the same time, as I have empha-

sized repeatedly—and this cannot be emphasized too many times—for 

all the reasons discussed here (as well as elsewhere in this series and in 

my August 1 Statement) relying on voting, without the mass mobilization 

demanding the removal of this regime, is likely to lead to disaster.

Masses of people must act, now, to create the most favorable condi-

tions for forcing the removal of this regime, whose continuation, and 

further consolidation, in power will, without any exaggeration, have truly 

monstrous consequences.

Rising to the Historic Challenge and Overcoming All 
Obstacles (Including in Ourselves)

As I have also emphasized, it “would be a very grave mistake to fail to 

take seriously what is being openly proclaimed by Trump and his fascist 

supporters,” including their threats of even greater violence to ensure that 

the Trump/Pence regime remains in power. But, an even more impor-

tant truth is this: “as truly dangerous as these fascist threats and acts of 

violence, and preparations to carry out even more violence, are—being 

cowed by and capitulating to this would lead to a far greater horror.”9 In 

confronting this, every decent person can take inspiration and find courage 

in the actions of the masses of people who have defiantly braved repeated 

attacks, by police and government storm troopers under the command of 

the Trump/Pence regime, as well as assaults by armed pro-Trump fascist 

thugs, and have poured into the streets, to express their outrage over racist 

brutality and murder and their determination that this must end.

But it is not just fear, however well-founded, that must be overcome. It is also 

the individualism that has become so widespread, and often expressed 
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someone can lose the popular vote and still become president. 

But, even given this reality, an electoral strategy that could work 

much better for the Democrats would be to take on Trump’s whole 

racist approach, directly and forcefully, and appeal to Black peo-

ple and other people of color, and the large number of white 

people (especially, though not only, younger generations) who 

have shown that they are motivated by a definite desire for an 

end to social injustice, blatant inequality, and rampant police vio-

lence. That is a great “reservoir” that, theoretically, the Democrats 

could focus on appealing to.8

It is also true that “the Democrats themselves will not—cannot—really 

do this.”8 But, creating the kind of political situation where Biden and 

the Democrats are forced to recognize, and reckon with, the powerfully 

expressed determination of massive numbers demanding an end to the 

Trump/Pence regime and the fascism it embodies—that could exert a 

compulsion on the Democrats to voice opposition to Trump on a basis 

that at least comes close to the heart of the essential fascist nature and 

program of the Trump/Pence regime...Which, in turn, could impel more 

people to take to the streets demanding this...Which, in turn, could create 

still more favorable circumstances and conditions for waging the fight to 

remove this regime.

Think about what has happened as a result of the beautiful rising that has 

taken place against institutional racism and police terror. In very signifi-

cant ways, “the conversation about race” has been dramatically changed. 

All of a sudden, the Democrats, and other “mainstream” institutions, feel 

compelled to talk not only about the need for “police reform,” but about 

“systemic racism”—and there is widespread discussion and debate about 

the whole history of this country, with its roots in slavery, and genocide 

against the indigenous peoples! There is no way that all this would have 

taken place—and the political landscape would have been so dramatically 

changed, in such a short period of time—in the absence of this beautiful 

mass rising! And the same can happen, in the same immediate (“tele-

scoped”) way, if there is not only a continuation of the righteous outpouring 

against racist oppression and police terror, and other outrageous injustice, 
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religious right seeks is one that would recapture a way of life that 

disappeared in this nation a half-century ago. 1

This is what “Make America Great Again” actually means. The Democrats 

could not “compete” with this, without abandoning their own “identity” as 

the party that supposedly cares about social justice and addressing the 

environmental crisis.

All this, in turn, is tied in with the fundamental reasons why the Demo-

crats will not call out the Trump/Pence regime for what it actually is—

fascist—which, as I have emphasized, “is not just a matter of horrific 

policies but of a qualitatively different form of rule, based on brutal 

repression and violation of what are supposed to be the most basic 

rights.” 2 First of all, if you acknowledge that this regime is in fact fascist, 

then that raises very big questions about the whole system, and how it is 

that such a fascist regime could come to power—not through something 

like a military coup, but through the “normal channels” and institutional 

procedures of this system. And, along with that, if you recognize that this 

regime is fascist, then that has very big implications in terms of what 

must be done to deal with the dangers posed by this fascism—which, 

in reality, requires stepping outside of the “norms” of this system and 

mobilizing masses of people in determined, non-violent but sustained 

struggle in the streets to demand the ouster of this regime, as is being 

called for by RefuseFascism.org.

The Immediate Urgent Need for Mass Mobilization 
Against This Fascism

In sum, the Democrats, being who and what they are, will not and 

cannot deal with all this—neither the election, nor the larger situa-

tion in which this election is taking place and the profound stakes 

that are actually involved—in any way other than on the terms, and 

within the limits, established by this system, which has produced 

this fascism, and to a large degree on the terms set by the fascists 

themselves.
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This can be seen in what the Democrats have done in their attempts to 

deal with the way in which the Trump/Pence fascist regime has—repeat-

edly, and in an escalating way—trampled on the “norms” of this system. 

Time and again, the Democrats have sought to deal with this by trying to 

utilize the very “norms” and institutions that this fascist regime is defying 

and tearing up, or bending to its fascist aims—the courts, congressional 

hearings and proceedings, and so on.Time and again, the Democrats 

have failed. Yet they stubbornly refuse to seek any means of opposing 

this regime other than by resorting to these “norms” and procedures. 

This is what they are doing, and will be strongly inclined to continue 

doing, even in the face of Trump’s increasing and intensifying moves 

to suppress votes in the upcoming election and his clearly indicated 

determination to have himself declared the winner in the election, or to 

remain in power regardless of the outcome of the election.

All this is why—even though, if it comes down to it, voting against Trump 

by voting for Biden will be necessary and important—it will very likely 

lead to disaster to rely on voting and just hope that the election will 

solve the problem.

And all this points to the very great likelihood that regardless of the actual 

outcome of this election (assuming it is actually held), if Trump declares 

himself the “winner” and refuses to leave, in the absence of truly massive 

mobilization demanding that the Trump/Pence regime must be removed, 

the Democrats will end up capitulating to Trump. The mass mobiliza-

tion that is needed cannot be built “overnight,” in the aftermath of 

the election—and it cannot be built by confining things within the 

framework and limits insisted upon by the Democrats.

The truth—the truth about this country, and the truth about what is repre-

sented and is being implemented and enforced by the Trump/Pence 

regime—must be brought alive as a crucial, and immediately urgent, 

focus of the fight against injustice and oppression and against the 

fascism of this regime. This must be done without waiting for the elec-

tion, but by taking action right now, and in an ongoing way, with masses 

of people—first in the thousands, growing into millions—in sustained 

mobilization around the unifying demand that this regime must go.
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and relationships, so that what the religious right perceives as 

the will of God will reign in America.6

A Rallying Cry and a Call to Action

All those who can recognize that this nightmare is rapidly becoming 

a brute reality—who refuse to live in a fascist America where every 

aspiration for a just world is viciously slandered and mercilessly 

deprived of air to breathe—we, in our millions and tens of millions, 

must act together to create a situation where there can be, and there 

will be, no “normal,” no grinding along of the machinery that is 

leading to disaster, so long as this fascist regime is in power.

We need to fight with the full recognition of the profound stakes that are 

involved and the ultimate threat to humanity itself that is posed by this 

regime. What is called for now is struggle that is non-violent, but is daring 

and bold, fired with the determination not to back down, until this regime 

has been removed. We must, in a very urgent way, bring into being 

a situation in which every force—among all the different sectors of 

the ruling powers and institutions, and in the society at large—has 

to respond to and weigh heavily the political situation that we are 

creating through increasingly massive and powerful mobilizations, 

insisting that this regime must go, now! 

 Anything less will mean tying ourselves to forces and procedures, and 

passively awaiting an outcome, that will very likely lead to capitulating to 

this fascism, with what will be (without the slightest exaggeration) truly 

catastrophic consequences.

As my August 1 Statement emphasizes: “At this critical hour, every appro-

priate means of non-violent action must be utilized to remove this regime 

from power.”7 And, if it comes to it, that means voting for Biden in order to 

effectively vote against Trump.

I have also pointed to this important reality:

It is true that, at this point, the vote in a few states essentially 

determines the outcome of presidential elections—so that, as 

was the case with Trump in the previous presidential election, 
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tian fascists, because it runs counter to reducing the role of 

women to “helpmates” to husbands and breeders of children for 

those husbands in patriarchal, male-dominated families, and to 

the subordinate and oppressed position of women in society as 

a whole.3

In previous writings and speeches—including the previous article (Part 2) 

in this series—I emphasized that there is a direct connection and powerful 

link between the patriarchal misogyny (hatred and degradation of women) 

of this fascism and its aggressive white supremacy, and that:

there can be no “reconciliation” with these fascists—whose 

“grievances” are based on fanatical resentment against any limi-

tation on white supremacy, male supremacy, xenophobia (hatred 

of foreigners), rabid American chauvinism, and the unrestrained 

plundering of the environment, and are increasingly expressed in 

literally lunatic terms. There can be no “reconciliation” with this, 

other than on the terms of these fascists, with all the terrible 

implications and consequences of that!4

It is urgently necessary for everyone who refuses to accept (to be “recon-

ciled” with) all this, to understand what the terrible consequences will be if 

the Trump/Pence regime is able to make a further leap in consolidating its 

fascist rule and implementing its fascist program. This fascism “is not just 

a matter of horrific policies but of a qualitatively different form of rule, 

based on brutal repression and violation of what are supposed to be the 

most basic rights.”5

The African-American theologian, Hubert Locke—whom I quoted in the 

previous article (Part 2) in this series—underlines this crucial point:

Were all this only a battle for the hearts and minds of the Ameri-

can people, we could wade into the conflict with a great deal less 

concern, confident that good sense and human decency would 

ultimately triumph over ignorance and bigotry. But this is a battle 

for power—it’s about seizing the reins of government, manipulat-

ing the courts and judicial decisions, controlling the media, and 

making incursions into every possible corner of our private lives 
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Waiting for November, and Relying on the Election, Will Likely Lead 

to Disaster:

We Need to Take to the Streets, and Stay in the Streets, Demanding 

Trump/Pence Out Now!

NOTES:

1. Reflections on Pacific School of Religion’s Response to the Religious Right, by Dr. 

Hubert Locke. This is available at revcom.us.

In addition to my own writings and speeches on this question of fascism, which 

are available in BA’s Collected Works at revcom.us,* there have been a number of 

important studies of particularly the Christian fascist phenomenon—including in 

recent books by Katherine Stewart* and Kristin Kobes Du Mez*—which make clear 

that these fascists are firmly committed to their extremely oppressive, reactionary, 

and literally lunatic views and aims, and they will not be moved by attempts to appeal 

to their supposed “legitimate grievances.”

* For example, my recent article Patriarchy and Patriotism—Aggressive 

Male Supremacy and American Supremacy—The Danger and the Imme-

diate Challenge draws from important insights in Kristin Kobes Du Mez’s 

book Jesus and John Wayne: How White Evangelicals Corrupted a Faith 

and Fractured a Nation; and my 2017 speech The Trump/Pence Regime 

Must Go! In The Name of Humanity We REFUSE To Accept a Fascist 

America, A Better World IS Possible cites important analysis in Katherine 

Stewart’s book The Good News Club: The Christian Right’s Stealth Assault 

on America’s Children.

2. From Statement By Bob Avakian, August 1, 2020, On The Immediate Critical Situ-

ation, The Urgent Need To Drive Out The Fascist Trump/Pence Regime, Voting In This 

Election, And The Fundamental Need For Revolution.
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Part 2

TRUMP IS ALREADY STEALING 

THE ELECTION AND THREATENING 

EVEN MORE VIOLENCE

TO STAY IN POWER

In the Statement by Bob Avakian, August 1, 2020, On The Immediate 

Critical Situation, The Urgent Need To Drive Out The Fascist Trump/

Pence Regime, Voting In This Election, And The Fundamental Need 

For Revolution, I spoke to this important point:

At this critical hour, every appropriate means of non-violent 

action must be utilized to remove this regime from power. And 

if, in spite of mass protest demanding the removal of the Trump/

Pence regime, this regime remains in power when it is time for 

voting, then—without placing fundamental reliance on this—

using all appropriate means to work for the removal of this 

regime must include voting against Trump (assuming the elec-

tion is actually held). To be clear, this means not a “protest vote” 

for some candidate who has no chance of winning, but actually 

voting for the Democratic Party candidate, Biden, in order to 

effectively vote against Trump.

At the same time, however, I strongly emphasized that:

Simply relying on voting to oust this regime will almost certainly 

lead to very bad, even disastrous results. This is especially true 

given what this regime is already doing, and what Trump is say-

ing, in relation to the election.
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tive power” to trample on the rule of law and turn the “law” into merely an 

instrument of the fascist regime; giving the police even more unlimited 

powers to brutalize and murder in the name of “law and order”; ruthlessly 

persecuting immigrants, LGBT people, Muslims and other “undesirables”; 

further removing restrictions on the plundering of the environment; forcing 

patriotism and religious fundamentalism (that is, Christian fascism) down 

the throats of everyone in society—and, not least, outlawing abortion and 

in general slamming women more forcefully into a subordinate position in 

relation to men and in society overall.

In The Trump/Pence Regime Must Go!, I examined the “unholy alliance” 

between Trump and the Christian fundamentalists, who are the hard core 

and driving force of this fascism.1

Speaking to the same phenomenon (and referring to the Christian funda-

mentalists as “evangelicals,” and having in mind particularly white evan-

gelicals), Kristin Kobes Du Mez has made clear:

evangelical support for Trump was no aberration, nor was it 

merely a pragmatic choice. It was, rather, the culmination of 

evangelicals’ embrace of militant masculinity, an ideology that 

enshrines patriarchal authority and condones the callous display 

of power, at home and abroad.2

The Christian fascist zealotry in opposition to abortion is not really about 

the fraudulent notion that abortion amounts to “killing babies”—something 

which is demonstrated by (among other things) the fact that these oppo-

nents of the right to abortion also strongly oppose birth control which 

prevents pregnancy in the first place. The truth is this:

What is really involved is that abortion, and birth control, help to 

provide women with a certain independence, a freedom to 

decide whether and when to have children—and, yes, a certain 

freedom to engage in sexual relations of their own choosing, on 

the basis of their own desire and volition, without having to be 

worried about whether they are going to become pregnant when 

they have neither wanted nor decided to do so. It is this relative 

independence and freedom that causes a frenzy among Chris-
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to massive, non-violent but sustained, and rapidly growing, mass mobi-

lizations demanding that this regime must go—now—with the possibility 

that this can become a reality. We can powerfully give expression to the 

crucial understanding that—because of its very fascist nature, and with 

its escalating attempts to corrupt an election and remain in power regard-

less of the actual outcome of that election—this regime is illegitimate and 

must be removed. And if, even with this mass mobilization, this regime 

is still in power on November 3rd, the fact that we have carried out this 

mass mobilization and powerfully raised this OUT NOW! demand, will 

mean that there will be much more favorable conditions for continuing, 

and further amplifying and strengthening, this mass mobilization if Trump 

and his regime attempt to stay in power, regardless of the actual outcome 

of the election.

Whether there will be a real possibility of a society, a world and a future for 

humanity—one worth living in—will depend, to no small degree, on what 

we who aspire to such a world decide to do, and strive with the determina-

tion necessary to make this a reality. 

*********

 With this basic outline in mind of what is necessary, and what is possible—

the determined fight and massive mobilization that could actually defeat 

the moves of the Trump/Pence regime to further hammer into place its 

fascist rule, with the truly catastrophic consequences that would lead to—

let’s look at this further, and more fully, in the context of the larger situation 

and crucial recent developments.

The Death of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and the 
Fanatical Woman-Hating Fascists

 The announcement of the death of longtime liberal Supreme Court Justice 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg has been the occasion for Trump and his fellow 

fascists, not to pause to honor Ginsburg, but to immediately declare their 

intention to ram through the appointment of yet another extreme right-

wing judge onto the court—to give further “legal backing,” by “the highest 

court in the land,” to the fanatically oppressive and repressive agenda 

and aims of the fascist Trump/Pence regime, which include: using “execu-
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The Trump/Pence Regime Is Already Moving 
to Suppress Votes

The fact that Trump, and his supporters, continue to commit outrage 

after outrage, on a regular basis, can cause people—even those who 

hate everything Trump represents—to forget about outrages that were 

committed even just a little while ago. But, it is crucially important not to 

forget that Trump has already “floated” the idea of “delaying” the election 

on the basis of his completely false claims that things like mail-in voting 

will lead to massive fraud and that it could take weeks, months, or even 

years to know the actual result of the election (note: weeks, months, or 

even years—during which time Trump would insist on staying in power!). 

Trump and his supporters are making moves to suppress the votes of 

many Black people, and others, who are likely to vote heavily against 

Trump. Here is one glaring example: In the state of Florida (which Trump 

desperately needs to win), the Republican-controlled government is 

working to undermine changes in the Florida Constitution that have 

restored the right of convicted felons to vote. This could take away the 

right to vote from nearly 800,000 people, many of whom are Black and 

Latino. 1

Trump’s operatives are already in the process of organizing fascist thugs 

to go to polling places, especially in key “battleground” states, to “watch 

out for fraud.” In fascist Trumpworld, lying is a way of life and the standard 

operating procedure. When they say “law and order,” they mean police 

killing Black and Brown people. To them, the truth is “fake news,” and they 

claim “science doesn’t know” things that only Trump knows. So, when they 

talk about “election fraud,” what they mean is people voting against Trump. 

And what these fascist goons being organized by the Trump camp intend 

to do is precisely to prevent people from voting against Trump—with the 

threat, and the use, of force and violence.

Michael Cohen—who, for more than 10 years, was Trump’s personal 

attorney and “fixer”—has sounded the alarm, more than once, that 

Trump will do anything to stay in power, even start a war to create a 

national emergency. 2 Trump, who is both a pathological liar and a 
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liar with a purpose, has deliberately and repeatedly downplayed the 

danger of the COVID-19 pandemic, even while knowing what a serious 

danger it actually poses. He has already forced government bodies, 

like the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), to bend its 

findings and recommendations about the COVID-19 pandemic to serve 

Trump’s political ambitions and goals. And it seems increasingly likely 

that, shortly before the election, in the attempt to offset the exposure 

of his terrible recklessness with regard to COVID-19, and to perversely 

declare himself the “savior” of the people from this pandemic, Trump will 

use his presidential power to pressure approval for the use of a vaccine, 

even before it has really been scientifically determined whether such a 

vaccine is not only effective but safe.

Trump Has Violently Suppressed Opposition, 
and Has Threatened Even Greater Violence

Another thing that must not be forgotten is that Trump has not only justified 

and supported but openly encouraged violence by armed white suprem-

acist storm troopers (what he calls “Second Amendment people”). He 

has supported police violently attacking protesters and utilized armed 

forces of the government to attack and suppress protests, in Washington, 

D.C., in Portland and other cities. There is already plenty of evidence—

and more evidence comes out all the time—that (assuming the elec-

tion is actually held) regardless of the actual outcome of the election, 

Trump will declare himself the winner and use whatever means he can, 

including violence, to stay in power. As pointed out in a recent article 

posted on revcom.us:

On September 10, Trump was asked by Jeanine Pirro of fascist 

Fox “News” what his response would be on election night if he 

won and those against him “threaten riots.” Trump’s response: 

“We’ll put them down very quickly if they do that.... We have the 

right to do that, we have the power to do that if we want. Look, 

it’s called insurrection.” 3

Here, it is necessary to “translate” what is being said in this episode of 

the ongoing fascist lie-athon of Trump and his media accomplices (such 
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fascist supporters, in and out of uniform, these mobilizations continue to 

grow and even more powerfully thunder the demand: OUT NOW!

Faced with this intensifying situation, the leaders of the Democratic Party 

calculate that the only way they can hope to gain control over the situation 

and re-establish some semblance of “orderly process” is to themselves 

take up the demand that the Trump/Pence regime must go—now—even 

before a scheduled election that this regime has thoroughly perverted 

and prevented from proceeding as a “free and fair” process. This move 

by the Democrats is joined (or supported, behind the scenes) by others 

in powerful positions in the government, including even some Republican 

politicians who have finally decided that their political goals and personal 

ambitions are better served by breaking with this regime and regrouping 

around other “leaders.” Trump (and Pence) are presented with the ulti-

matum from these ruling class forces that either they resign or they will be 

impeached—and, this time, convicted—and those making this demand 

also make clear that they have the institutional power behind them to 

enforce this, if Trump (and Pence) refuse to leave.

Imagine!

Of course, it is impossible to say exactly where things will end up, and 

there is no “guarantee” of success. But it is possible. And two things 

should be emphasized in relation to this.

First, if masses of people do not take to the streets, now, around the 

demand that this regime must go; if this regime is allowed to suppress 

votes and use the threat and force of violence to remain in power; if it 

is able to further consolidate its fascist rule and to be further unleashed 

to bludgeon into place its fascist program and aims—then the conse-

quences will truly be catastrophic.

Second, we—all of us, from many different walks of life and many different 

political perspectives, who can recognize this fascist regime for what it is 

and refuse to live in a fascist America—we, by acting together, in the thou-

sands and millions, can give expression to the strongly held sentiments 

of tens and tens of millions, who righteously hate everything this regime 

represents and aspire to a much better world than this. We can give life 
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As the crimes of this regime escalate day after day—spewing white 

supremacy, male supremacy, and other bigotry; moving to suppress votes 

and steal the election; threatening and unleashing violence to remain 

in power regardless of the outcome of the election; increasingly turning 

the “Justice Department” into a naked instrument of lawless repres-

sion, robbing people of basic rights, while moving to hammer into place 

a Supreme Court that will declare all this “Constitutional” and “legal”—

as all this, and more, becomes increasingly blatant, and accelerates at 

a dizzying pace with the approach of the scheduled election, growing 

sectors of society come to the realization that they cannot simply look 

to the election to deal with this. Casting aside passive reliance on the 

“normal political process,” and overcoming fear in the face of threats 

and assaults by fascist thugs, all over the country masses of ordinary 

people, in growing waves, take to the streets, join the ongoing OUT NOW! 

mobilizations, or themselves initiate such mobilizations where they are 

not yet happening. This becomes a massive groundswell, engulfing the 

country as a whole, dramatically changing the terms of political engage-

ment, forcing every political contender and all the dominant institutions 

in society to respond to this rising wave of determined mass resistance. 

This growing mobilization moves from the margins to the center of media 

attention and coverage, in this country and internationally. People around 

the world take notice, are inspired and organize demonstrations in soli-

darity and support.

Imagine that, all of a sudden, Democratic Party politicians and operatives 

are forced to realize that they cannot simply funnel all the outrage and 

discontent into an election that is being daily stolen and violently corrupted 

by the fascist regime. These politicians now declare that they identify with 

the sentiments of the masses of demonstrators demanding OUT NOW!—

and they seek to have speakers at rallies and work to control and direct 

the mobilizations into “acceptable channels” that will not lead to further 

“disorder.” But, given the growing understanding and determination of the 

demonstrators, these politicians’ efforts only draw even more attention, 

and still greater numbers, to these mobilizations—and, even in the face of 

growing threats and acts of repression and violence by the regime and its 

AND STAY IN THE STREETS DEMANDING TRUMP/PENCE OUT NOW!                           13 

as Fox “news”). Trump “winning” the election means Trump declaring 

himself the winner. (Remember that Trump has already strongly implied 

that he will not accept the results of the election if Biden wins; and 

Trump has insisted that the only way he could lose the election is if 

it is “rigged.”) “Riots,” in fascist-speak, means protests against police 

brutality and other injustices, even when (as has been the case) these 

protests are overwhelmingly peaceful; and “insurrection” here means 

mobilization against the Trump/Pence regime, even if that mobilization 

is non-violent. 

The same revcom.us article calls attention to this:

Another glimpse at what the fascists may be thinking of and 

even planning for came from the mouth of longtime Republican 

operative and Trump stooge, Roger Stone. (In July, Trump com-

muted the 40-month prison sentence of Stone, who had been 

convicted of lying to Congress.) In a call with Alex Jones—pro-

Trump conspiracy theorist—on his online Infowars show, Stone 

said Trump should consider declaring “martial law” or invoke the 

Insurrection Act if he should lose the November election.3

And Stone called on “Attorney General” William Barr (head of Trump’s 

Injustice Department, chief enforcer of unlawful repression, and a 

“commander” of the regime’s storm troopers) to prepare now a force 

ready to act on this “martial law” declaration if Trump loses. 

Note that Stone openly calls for Trump to use violence to remain in office 

if Trump loses the election.

And other fanatical backers of this regime, in and out of government, 

have called on its supporters to arm themselves in preparation for the 

election. 

It would be a very grave mistake to fail to take seriously what is being 

openly proclaimed by Trump and his fascist supporters.

But as truly dangerous as these fascist threats and acts of violence, and 

preparations to carry out even more violence, are—being cowed by 

and capitulating to this would lead to a far greater horror.



14                    VOTING WILL NOT BE ENOUGH—WE NEED TO TAKE TO THE STREETS,

The Trumpite attempts to suppress votes must be actively, vigorously 

opposed; and people must mobilize, now and in an ongoing way, 

demanding that the whole Trump/Pence regime must go.

We Can’t Rely on the Democrats, 
We Can’t Wait Until November

In Part 1 in this series, I examined the reasons why the Democrats will 

not call out the Trump/Pence regime, and its supporters, for what they 

are: fascist. I pointed out:

Time and again, the Democrats have sought to deal with this by 

trying to utilize the very “norms” and institutions that this fascist 

regime is defying and tearing up, or bending to its fascist aims—

the courts, congressional hearings and proceedings, and so on. 

Time and again, the Democrats have failed. Yet they stubbornly 

refuse to seek any means of opposing this regime other than by 

resorting to these “norms” and procedures. This is what they are 

doing, and will be strongly inclined to continue doing, even in the 

face of Trump’s increasing and intensifying moves to suppress 

votes in the upcoming election and his clearly indicated determi-

nation to have himself declared the winner in the election, or to 

remain in power regardless of the outcome of the election. 4

Biden and the Democrats act as if—and repeatedly insist that—the 

reason there is so much bitter conflict, violence, and “chaos” in society 

is because “Trump is dividing us, not uniting us.” But the truth is that, 

while Trump has become a “rallying point” and “spearpoint” of the fascist 

forces in this country, within the structures of power and more broadly 

among sectors of the population, there are deep-seated reasons and 

causes for why this fascism has become such a powerful force. Biden 

and the Democrats cannot “bring the country together,” as they falsely 

claim, because there can be no “reconciliation” with these fascists—

whose “grievances” are based on fanatical resentment against any 

limitation on white supremacy, male supremacy, xenophobia (hatred 

of foreigners), rabid American chauvinism, and the unrestrained plun-

dering of the environment, and are increasingly expressed in literally 
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Among the thousands who have already been reached, and moved, by the 

work of RefuseFascism.org, raising the demand that this fascist regime 

must be OUT NOW!, growing numbers become grass roots organizers, 

reaching out to their families, friends and communities, and involving all 

kinds of people and groups—through direct contact, social media, and 

in other ways—drawing into this growing, and increasingly diverse, mass 

movement thousands more who share their hatred for everything this 

regime stands for and is moving mercilessly to hammer into place. Many 

more, in turn, also become organizers.

Imagine that, as has happened with the mass protests against racist 

oppression and police terror, people mobilize in the streets, day after 

day, beginning on October 3rd, responding to the call from Refuse 

Fascism for sustained non-violent but determined demonstrations 

around the unifying demand that this regime must go, now. These mobili-

zations grow, expanding and multiplying—joined by increasing numbers 

of people outraged by continuing police brutality and murder; by the 

ravaging of the environment; children in cages and tens of thousands 

of immigrants in concentration camps on the border; Trump’s heartless 

and reckless neglect and lying about the COVID pandemic, causing 

tens of thousands of needless deaths, disproportionately among Black 

and Brown and Native people; the regime’s relentless move to further 

consolidate a Supreme Court that is another instrument of fascist bigotry 

and repression—masses of people, from all parts of society, who are 

sickened by all this, and are coming to see even more clearly that all 

this is bound up with and driven by this fascist regime, joining with the 

ongoing daily mobilizations, linking their outrage and resistance with 

the unifying demand: OUT NOW!

Imagine: Students, teachers, scientists, medical professionals, lawyers, 

clergy and their congregations, unions, civil rights and justice organiza-

tions, artists, athletes and others in the cultural arena—all these, and 

others, take up the call and mobilize to strengthen the movement. Celebri-

ties, and prominent people in many fields, utilize their platforms to magnify 

the message and help to mobilize still greater numbers.
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Part 3

TRUMP'S FASCISM —

MORE BLATANT AND DANGEROUS EVERY DAY:

HOW A DETERMINED FIGHT AND 

MASSIVE MOBILIZATION COULD DEFEAT THIS

In the Statement by Bob Avakian, August 1, 2020, On The Immediate 

Critical Situation, The Urgent Need To Drive Out The Fascist Trump/

Pence Regime, Voting In This Election, And The Fundamental Need 

For Revolution, I spoke to this important point:

At this critical hour, every appropriate means of non-violent 

action must be utilized to remove this regime from power. And 

if, in spite of mass protest demanding the removal of the Trump/

Pence regime, this regime remains in power when it is time for 

voting, then—without placing fundamental reliance on this—

using all appropriate means to work for the removal of this 

regime must include voting against Trump (assuming the elec-

tion is actually held). To be clear, this means not a “protest vote” 

for some candidate who has no chance of winning, but actually 

voting for the Democratic Party candidate, Biden, in order to 

effectively vote against Trump.

At the same time, however, I strongly emphasized that:

Simply relying on voting to oust this regime will almost certainly 

lead to very bad, even disastrous results. This is especially true 

given what this regime is already doing, and what Trump is say-

ing, in relation to the election.

But, if that is true, then how could this regime be removed from power—

and, specifically, how could a mass mobilization actually lead to this 

regime being forced to go?

Imagine this.

AND STAY IN THE STREETS DEMANDING TRUMP/PENCE OUT NOW!                           15 

lunatic terms. There can be no “reconciliation” with this, other than on 

the terms of these fascists, with all the terrible implications and conse-

quences of that! 

As I have also emphasized: “all this points to the very great likelihood 

that regardless of the actual outcome of this election (assuming it is 

actually held), if Trump declares himself the ‘winner’and refuses to 

leave, in the absence of truly massive mobilization demanding that 

the Trump/Pence regime must be removed, the Democrats will end up 

capitulating to Trump.”4

This does not mean that voting for Biden would be irrelevant—would 

make no difference. Many people who hate Trump have at the same 

time expressed a definite lack of enthusiasm for Biden. But “enthusiasm 

for Biden”—or the lack of such enthusiasm—is really beside the point, 

and basing things on something like that involves gross ignorance, or a 

deliberate ignoring, of the crucial stakes involved. The reason to vote for 

Biden is to vote against Trump and his whole regime. And that should be 

reason enough, for any person who actually cares about social justice, 

who refuses to live in a fascist America and has any sense of the very 

real catastrophe it would mean, not just for people in this country but for 

all of humanity, if Trump gets a “re-election mandate.” For these reasons, 

as I pointed out in my August 1 Statement, if it comes down to it—if the 

Trump/Pence regime is still in power when it is time for voting—then 

voting for Biden, in order to vote against Trump, will be very important 

and necessary.

As that Statement emphasizes, “there can be one—and only one—

‘good’ that can come out of this election: delivering a decisive defeat 

to Trump and the whole fascist regime.” This would not “put an end” to 

the fascism that has arisen out of deep-seated contradictions and has 

gained strength, over decades. But, as the August 1 Statement further 

emphasizes: delivering a decisive defeat to this regime “would create far 

better conditions for continuing to wage the struggle against everything 

represented by the Trump/Pence regime and all the oppression and 

injustices of this system, and would be a great gift to the people of the 

world.”
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At the same time, for all the reasons spoken to in that Statement, and 

highlighted here—the moves by Trump that are already far along to steal 

the election, and his determination to use whatever means he can to 

remain in power, regardless of the actual outcome of that election, and 

at the same time the likelihood that the Democrats, left to their own 

devices, will end up capitulating to Trump—waiting for November and 

relying on voting will very likely lead to disaster.

People need to really and fully awaken to the reality of what is at stake, 

before it is too late. More than a few people have observed, some-

times with sad resignation, that the continuing avalanche of lies and 

truly monstrous criminal acts by Trump and his regime have worn them 

down, to the point where they are no longer shocked or feel compelled 

to act. But losing one’s ability to be outraged, and to act on that outrage, 

means losing one’s humanity—and, given the situation we are facing, 

it amounts to collaborating with the fascism of this regime and the 

catastrophe toward which it is relentlessly propelling humanity.

The crazed fanaticism of the fascists insisting that Trump must 

remain in power, no matter what, must be met, and overwhelmed, 

by the conscious passionate intensity of masses of people who 

hate everything that this fascist regime represents, who recog-

nize the very real existential threat that this regime represents 

for humanity and are fired with righteous determination that this 

regime must go! 

And, to make this a reality, this righteous determination cannot just be 

channeled into voting against Trump. What is urgently required now is 

“stepping outside of the ‘norms’ of this system and mobilizing masses 

of people in determined, non-violent but sustained struggle in the 

streets to demand the ouster of this regime, as is being called for by 

RefuseFascism.org.”4 And:

The mass mobilization that is needed cannot be built “over-

night,” in the aftermath of the election—and it cannot be built 

by confining things within the framework and limits insisted 

upon by the Democrats....
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We Need To Take To The Streets, And Stay In The Streets, 

Demanding Trump/Pence Out Now!4

(The next, concluding article in this series will speak to the big ques-

tion: How the nonviolent but sustained, and continually growing, mass 

mobilization, demanding Trump/Pence OUT NOW! that has been 

called for, and is being organized by, RefuseFascism.org, could lead 

to, or contribute in a major way to, a situation in which the Trump/Pence 

regime would be removed from power.)

NOTES:

1. See the article “Florida Moves to Deny Voting Rights to Hundreds of Thousands of 

People Convicted of Felonies,” at revcom.us.

2. In his testimony before a congressional committee in 2019, Michael Cohen spoke 

to the danger that Trump would refuse to recognize the results of the election sched-

uled for November 2020, if Trump did not win this election. And, in his recently-

published book Disloyal, The True Story of the Former Personal Attorney to President 

Donald J. Trump, Cohen once again sounds the alarm, even more urgently, with the 

warning that Trump will do anything, including starting a war, to stay in power. Cohen 

has acknowledged that, prior to this 2019 appearance before Congress, he had lied 

to Congress—something he sought to set right by giving truthful testimony in that 

2019 hearing. Trump’s fascist falsehood machine has tried to seize on the fact that 

Cohen is an admitted liar, who has been convicted of the crime of lying to Congress, 

in the attempt to draw attention away from what Cohen has revealed about Trump 

and the great dangers he poses. The problem, for the Trumpites, is that the lies 

they are referring to, and other despicable acts Cohen carried out—this was done 

precisely on the instruction and for the benefit of the Liar-in-Chief, Trump himself. 

Cohen, who worked very closely with (or for) Trump, for more than ten years, including 

the first years of Trump’s presidency, and probably knows Trump as well as anyone 

can, confirms what is said by Trump’s niece, Mary Trump: Racism, misogyny (hatred 

and degradation of women), and all-around bigotry are at the very core of Trump’s 

being.

3. “Trump on Election Night Protests: ‘We’ll put them down very quickly.’” This is part 

of the continuing series The Fascist Assault on revcom.us.

4. The quotes and references here are from Voting Will Not Be Enough—We Need 

To Take To The Streets, And Stay In The Streets Demanding Trump/Pence Out Now, 

Part 1, “The Democrats Can’t Fight Trump The Way He Needs To Be Fought.” This 

article of mine is available at revcom.us.


