
ANSWERS

1.(B) Penny Kane, The Second Billion (New York:Penguin, 1987), chapter 5.

2.(A) Ruth Gamberg, Red and Expert (New York:Schocken, 1977), p.41.

3.(C) At the start of the Cultural Revolution, Mao raised the slogan “it is right to rebel against reactionaries”and called on people to
“bombard the headquarters”of capitalist roaders who were carrying out elitist and oppressive policies.Providing resources for
posters and newspapers, free use of trains for students, and encouragement in the press were some key ways in which mass criti-
cism and struggle were promoted.See “Decision of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party Concerning the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution”(Adopted on August 8, 1966), in Important Documents on the Cultural Revolution in China (Peking:
Foreign Languages Press, 1970).

4.(C) Ruth and Victor Sidel, Serve the People:Observations on Medicine in the People’s Republic of China (Boston:Beacon,
1974), pp.256-258.

5.(A,B,C) In socialist China women were encouraged to and did participate in all levels of the government, educational system,
economy, and other aspects of society.And Maoists led the struggle to break further with the legacy from the old society of
women’s oppression and tradition’s chains.

6.(D) Based on government and World Health Organization data, cited in Eva Cheng, “China:Is Capitalist Restoration Inevitable,”
Links, no.11 (January-April 1999), pp.62-63.According to the World Health Organization, China now rates last among developing
countries in terms of equal access to medical care.See Elizabeth Rosenthal, “Without ‘Barefoot Doctors,’China’s Rural Families
Suffer,”New York Times, March 14, 2001.

From Set the Record Straight: Lies the System Tells You

You Think Communism Is a Good Idea
but Doesn’t Work?

1. During the Mao years of 1949-1976, life expectancy

A) got worse, declining from 58 years to 52 years.
B) improved greatly, doubling from 32 to 65 years.
C) stayed the same at 58 years.
D) There is no data.

2. In 1949, when China’s revolution took place, only about
15 percent of China’s population could read and write.
When Mao died in 1976, the literacy rate was about:

A) 80 percent.
B) 60 percent.
C) 40 percent.
D) Mao was anti-intellectual and didn’t care if people could read
or write.

3. Mass protest occurred throughout the world in the 1960s.
What was the only government that encouraged criticism
and rebellion against people in power carrying out oppres-
sive and elitist policies? 

A) United States
B) France
C) China
D) Australia

4. The infant mortality rate in Shanghai in the early 1970’s
was

A) much worse than New York City’s.
B) the same as New York City’s.
C) better than New York City’s.
D) Communism has no regard for human life and records were
not kept.

5. In which of the following countries in the 1950s was the
expected social role of women to be mothers who took care
of domestic chores and to be subordinate to men? (Hint:
there is more than one right answer.)

A) India
B) Japan
C) United States
D) China

6). Since the overthrow of proletarian rule and the restora-
tion of capitalism in 1976, the percentage of the Chinese
population covered by public health programs has

A) increased from 50 percent to 70 percent.
B) stayed the same at 50 percent.
C) There is no longer a public health system in China.
D) plummeted from 90 percent to 4 percent.

Take This Quiz and Think Again


