
10 | REVOLUTION | revcom.us | March 27, 2016 March 27, 2016 | revcom.us | Revolution | 11 

Continued on next page 

Preamble
The New Socialist Republic in North 
America could only have been brought 
into being as a result of heroic, self-
sacrificing struggle carried out by millions 
and millions of people who had been 
forced to live under a system of 
exploitation and oppression in the former 
United States of America; who could no 
longer tolerate the continual outrages and 
injustices perpetrated by the system of 
capitalism-imperialism and the structures 
and institutions of power and repression 
which enforced all this with violence and 
brutality as well as lies and deception; 
who refused to any longer accept that this 
was the best possible society and world, 
and were increasingly aware of and 
inspired by the possibility of a radically 
different and better society and world; 
and who therefore rose up, with the 
leadership of the Revolutionary 
Communist Party, to defeat, abolish and 
dismantle the imperialist system in the 
former USA and its institutions and 
apparatus of repression and violence. At 
the same time, this new socialist state 
could only have resulted from a whole 
process of revolutionary work and 
struggle, in the realm of theory as well as 
practical-political activity, by the 
Revolutionary Communist Party, acting 
as the vanguard of the revolutionary 
process, to enable both the Party itself 
and growing numbers of broader masses 
to prepare for and then to seize on the 
emergence of a revolutionary situation, to 
defeat and dismantle the forces of the old, 
oppressive order, and establish the new 
socialist state. In this whole process, the 
interaction and mutual reinforcement 
between the vanguard role of the 
Revolutionary Communist Party–with its 
theoretical basis in the science of 
communism and the further development 
of this science through the new synthesis 
brought forward by Bob Avakian–and the 
growing consciousness and increasingly 
determined struggle of masses of people, 
constitute a decisive element in the 
success of the revolution and the founding 
of the new, revolutionary socialist state. 
The Constitution for the New Socialist 
Republic in North America continues and 
gives further expression and initiative, in 
the conditions of the new society, to the 
fundamental principles and motive forces 
that constitute the basis for the 
establishment of this new socialist state.

In contrast to the way in which the capi-
talist-imperialist state serves and enforces 
the interests of a small ruling group of 

exploiters, the New Socialist Republic in 
North America, with the continuing lead-
ership of the Revolutionary Communist 
Party, bases itself on, and proceeds from, 
the fundamental interests of those most 
bitterly exploited and oppressed under 
the old system, and the masses of people 
broadly, and provides the means for them 
to play an increasingly widening role in 
the exercise of political power and the 
functioning of society in accordance with 
those interests–in order to carry forward 
the struggle to transform society, with the 
goal of uprooting and finally eliminating 
all oppressive and exploitative relations 
among human beings and the destructive 
antagonistic conflicts to which these rela-
tions give rise.

This is a process and goal which, funda-
mentally and in the final analysis, can 
only be achieved on a global scale, with 
the advance to communism throughout 
the world. The orientation and principles 
of this state, as embodied in this Constitu-
tion, are internationalist: While giving 
due emphasis to meeting the material, 
intellectual and cultural needs of the 
people within this state, on a continually 
expanding basis, and to promoting the 
further transformation of this society to 
continue uprooting social inequalities 
and remaining aspects of exploitation and 
oppression, the socialist state must give 
fundamental priority to the advance of 
the revolutionary struggle, and the final 
goal of communism, throughout the 
world, and must adopt and carry out 
policies and actions which are in accor-
dance with and give concrete effect to this 
internationalist orientation.

Regardless of differences, even very great 
and qualitative differences, in their politi-
cal structures, institutions and guiding 
principles, all states have a definite social 
content and class character: they are an 
expression of the prevailing social rela-
tions, and most fundamentally the eco-
nomic relations (relations of production), 
which have a decisive and ultimately 
determining role in regard to how the 
particular society functions and is orga-
nized. The state serves to protect and 
expand those relations and to enforce the 
interests of the social group–the ruling 
class–which holds the dominant position 
in society, as a result of its role in the 
economy, and in particular its ownership 
and control of the major means of pro-
duction (including land, raw materials 
and other resources, technology and 

physical structures such as factories, and 
so on). In capitalist society, it is the capi-
talist class which holds this dominant 
position: the government structures and 
processes–and above all the organs of the 
state as an instrument of class rule and 
suppression (the armed forces, police, 
courts and prisons, the executive power, 
and the bureaucracies)–are controlled by 
this capitalist class as a means of exercis-
ing its rule over society and its repression 
of forces whose interests are in significant 
opposition to, and/or which resist, its 
rule. In short, all states are an instrument 
of dictatorship–of a monopoly of political 
power, concentrated as a monopoly of 
“legitimate” armed force and violence–
exercised by, and in the interests of, one 
class or another. Any democracy which is 
practiced in this situation is democracy 
on the terms of, and fundamentally serv-
ing the interests of, the ruling class and its 
exercise of dictatorship. And it will remain 
the case that there will be a state, and that 
the state will constitute a dictatorship of 
one kind or another, serving the interests 
of one ruling class or another, so long as 
society is divided into classes (and other 
groups) with interests that are fundamen-
tally antagonistic–a division rooted in the 
underlying social relations, and above all 
the production relations, which predomi-
nate in the given society.

The New Socialist Republic in North 
America is, like all states, a form of dicta-
torship–the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat–which means that, in its essential 
character and its basic principles, struc-
tures, institutions and political processes, 
it must give expression to and serve the 
fundamental interests of the proletariat, a 
class whose exploitation is the engine of 
the accumulation of capitalist wealth and 
the functioning of capitalist society and 
whose emancipation from its exploited 
condition can only be brought about 
through the communist revolution, with 
its goal of abolishing all relations of 
exploitation and oppression and achiev-
ing the emancipation of humanity as a 
whole. In accordance with this, the gov-
erning bodies and processes of this social-
ist state, at all levels, must be vehicles for 
the furtherance of the communist revolu-
tion; and, as a key dimension of this, they 
must provide the means for those who 
were exploited and oppressed in the old 
society–and were effectively locked out of 
the exercise of political power and the 
governance of society, as well as the 
spheres of intellectual endeavor and 

working with ideas overall–to increas-
ingly take part in these spheres, with the 
aim of continually transforming society 
in the direction of communism. All this is 
given expression through the principles 
and provisions, and the institutions, struc-
tures and processes which are set forth 
and provided for in this Constitution.

At the same time, the New Socialist 
Republic in North America is a continua-
tion of the strategic orientation of United 
Front under the Leadership of the Prole-
tariat, in the conditions of the new society 
which has been brought into being 
through the revolutionary struggle. This 
means that, while it must be recognized 
that the essential nature, and the basic 
principles and processes, of this Republic 
are oriented in accordance with the inter-
ests of the proletariat, as a class, in the 
most fundamental and largest sense–
abolishing all relations of exploitation 
and oppression through the advance to 
communism throughout the world–the 
struggle to achieve this goal cannot be, 
and will not be, carried out simply by 
PROLETARIANS, as some idealized 
“perfect embodiment of communist prin-
ciples,” and in some uniform and linear 
sense. As the new synthesis brought for-
ward by Bob Avakian has given emphasis 
to, the process of making revolution, and 
then continuing the revolution in the new 
socialist state toward the final goal of 
communism, must involve the active par-
ticipation of broad ranks of the people, of 
different strata, and will proceed through 
many different “channels,” involving 
many diverse forces among the people in 
many different spheres of human 
endeavor, not only those more directly 
political or relating more directly, at any 
given time, to the functioning and objec-
tives of the leadership of the revolution 
and the new socialist state; and the orien-
tation and aim, consciously taken up by 
growing numbers of the people, must be 
to work so as to enable all this to contrib-
ute, in the final analysis, to the struggle to 
further transform society in the direction 
of communism.

In keeping with this orientation and these 
objectives, the principle of “solid core, 
with a lot of elasticity” must be applied. 
This means that, on the one hand, there 
must be a continually expanding force in 
society, with the revolutionary commu-
nist party as its leading element, which is 
firmly convinced of the need to advance 
to communism and deeply committed to 


